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I love California. There has to be apretty good reason
fior me to leave the beach, the mountains, and the desert
which are just minutes from my home in San Bernardino.
But, when it domes to Cedarville College, there are a lot of
reasons to leave California.
Friends told me I would get an excellent Christian
education at Cedaryille - one that would, prepare me for
alrnost any careei.
They said I would have many opportunitips Io grow
spiritually becalrse the Bible is really taken serioirsly.
They also told me about the friendly people there - that
they would really care about me - and that Cedarville is a
fun place with lots to do right on campus.
And you know, when I arrive.d I found all these things
to be true, and more.
I 'm amazed at the many Christian service opportunities
like helping at the Dayton Detention Center and traveling
with a gospel team to Australia.
. Accredited Baptist liberal arts college
a Over 40 areas o[ study
a Worldwide Christian Ministries
o 1800 students from 45 states
r Financial aid available
i  , i l i
I : | :
My cfqrsps are chfulenging. [4y
fffii 
willing to meet with me one-on-one, t
experience ard teach from 1 biblical 
per . They've
lots of
l'f or just
Everybne at Cgdari'ille really takes an inlerest in me and
wants to bring out the best in me. President Dixon tells us to
'.r-
'And.  he means i t .
I really like chapel at Cedarville, The BiblEl
great. Speakers are brought in from around the
Yes. I love my home, but for my college e
elad I left California for Cedarville College.
Cedarv i l le  Col lege.  P.O.  Box 601 .  Cedarv i l le .  OH 45314 (  5 |  3  )766-22 |  I
:t:.
Now YOU can teach your child
to read beautiftrlly - by the
time'tested phonics method.
And it's FREE
New program developed by a pioneer in the private.school
movement and already proved succesful
Would you be curious about a rcading program that can produce an unsolicited letter like this one? It's from W. M. of Westfield, NJ:
I must write to express my wife's and my thanks for
your excellent book. It has been so very valuable to us
in teaching our 8%-year-old-son, Eric, to read . . .
When I started on September lOth, Eric was almost
totally retarded as a reader. Evidently he was one of
those youngsters who refuse to attempt sight reading. I
followed your book's instructions exactly. Would you
believe that we went from Lesson 2 through Lesson 27
in two weeks? And by Thanksgiving we had drilled
right through Lesson l17?
Even you wouldn't believe the results! It was as if we
were witnessing a miracle!
Eric is now reading Robinson Crusoe, and is just lov-
ing it! He had been having headaches all through se-
cond grade and was losing weight. Since he started
learning by your method, he hasn't been sick one day,
and has gained weight rapidly to where he has a
perfect physique.
Needless to say, we are grateful. Thank you so much
for your excellent effort in helping countless parents,
such as ourselves, in warding off the educational crip-
pling of countless children.
The man who evokes that enthusiasm is Samuel L.
Blumenfeld. Sam is an old friend of us here at the Club,
and we've watched his interest in this problem grow over
some 25 years. First as a New York editor and a member
of the Advisory Council of the Reading Reform Founda-
tion. Then as the author of several basic books in the
private-school movement: How to Start Your Own
Private School - And Whv You Need One: The New Il-
literates; Is Public Educaiion Necessary?; and How to
Tutor. Finally, as a teacher himself. Sam has the creden-
tials, in abundance, so we'll let him describe the essence
of this breakthrough program:
ALPHA-PHONICS was created to provide teachers,
tutors and parents with a sensible, logical, easy-to-use
tool for teaching reading. It is an intensive phonics in-
struction program based on the author's many years of
research and experience in the reading instruction
field. It answers the need for a oractical instruction
How the Club Works
Every 4 weeks (13 times a year) you get a free copy of the Club Bulletin which offers
you the Featured Selection plus a good choice of Alternates - all of interest to con-
servatives. * If you want the Featured Selection, do nothing; it will come
automatically. * If you don't want the Featured Selection, or you do want an Alter-
nate, indicate your wishes on the handy card enclosed with your Bulletin and return
it by the deadline date. * The majority of Club books will be offered at 20-5090 dis-
counts, plus a charge for shipping and handling. * As soon as you buy and pay for
3 books at regular Club prices, your membership may be ended at any time, either
by you or by the Club. * If you ever receive a Featured Selection without having
had l0 days to decide if you want it, you may return it at Club expense for full
credit. * Good service. N0 computers! * The Club will offer regular Super-
bargains, mostly at 70-9590 discounb plus shipping and handling. Superbargains do
NOT count toward fulfilling your Club obligation, but do enable you t0 buy fine
I books at giveaway prices. * Only one membenhip per househoid.
book that anyone who wants to teach reading can
learn to use with a minimum of training.
This program can be used to teach reading to begin-
ners of all ages, older students in need of remediation
and retraining, functional illiterates, dyslexics, special-
needs students, the learning disabled, and non-English
speakers who wish to learn to read English and im-
prove their pronunciat ion.
It can also be used as a supplement to any other
reading program being used in the classroom. Its
systematic approach to teaching basic phonetic skills
makes it particularly valuable to programs that lack
such instruct ion.
The book's step-by-step lessons in large, eye-pleasing
calligraphy make it suitable for both direct one-on-one
tutoring and regular classroom use. Parents who wish
to teach their children to read at home will find the
book particularly useful, since it is written in normal,
everyday Enslish and is free of the orofessional iareon
charactdrist id of so many reading-instruct ion boolis.
All of the lesson pages were carefully designed to
eliminate distraction and to focus the pupil's full atten-
tion on the work at hand. The Teacher's Manual. in
the back of the book. provides teachers and tutors
with the necessary instructional information for each
lesson.'The program, as a whole, is flexible enough so
that any teacher or tutor can adapt it to his or her own
teaching style or si tuation.
If you have never taught reading before in this sensi-
ble, systematic way, you will be pleasantly surprised by
the results.
From the Teacher's Manual vou'll learn a few
th ings . . .
o How today's teachers of reading harm their students,
sometimes for life. The simple remedy.
o "The fastest and most efficient way to teach the
alphabet" - and writing script, as well.
o Psychological aids to encourage children without
coddling them.
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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T
O How to get this oversized (8lz x 11 ) $21.95 quaw paperback FilEE O
CONSERII/ATIVE
' l - - - - - - -
MeooK cu,B
15  OAKLAND AVENUE .  HARRISON,  Y  10528
Please accept my membership in the Club and send FREE
my copy of the $21.95 ALPHA-PHONICS: A Primer for
Beginning Readers by Samuel L. Blumenfeld. I agree to buy
3 additional books at regular Club prices over the next 18
months. I also agree to the Club rules spelled out in this
coupon.
Name
F J -  4 9
Address
City State - Zip -
- / - \ I
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li,fr,rli,ii,rii, llrilll,iriri llllll,llillillilltilillrrillillr,tflil1];liilillfilljii1ll
The sin of sloth is the sin
of not wanting, not caring,
not trying. lt results in
paralysis.
14
Ghildren of the Road
Angela E wel l  Hunt
You Said lt
From the Publisher
Edward G Dobson
Profile
Bob Bil l ings
Potter's Clay
Which One ls the Good Guy?
W l l iam J Al len
Biography
Cornelius Van Til
Single-mindedly and
Single-heartedly Christ's
Thunder in the Pulpit
Why I Believe in God
Cornelius Van Til
31
a A Slothfulnesst- Our Most Troublesome Sin
Robert L Bast
16 9ll-::_ n_# Keeping Pressure
in Perspective
Matilda Nordtvedt
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20 Christian SchoolsAssembling a Winning Team
Robert  B i l lngs
Battling Textbook Bias
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Throwaway Kids
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25
28
W
Throwaways-neglected, rejected,
abused. There are over a half million
of them living on the streets of
America. What happens to them?
What can we do?
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r
34
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-
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51 Preaching & Pastoring
Profile
Vernard Johnson
God Changed His Song
$$ Familv Living
63 Manistry Update
"Our God-given responsibility is to
create and maintain aschool environ-
ment hat is Christian, that educates,
and that trains spiritual leaders for to-
day." How do we fulfill this duty?
News
ACLU Battles Prayer in
Mississippi
Martin Mawyer
Good News
Pledging 'Uustice for All"
Laurie Porter
News Briefs
After All
Musical Pulpits
Truman Dollar
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Miss ionary  k id . . .
I read with avid interest the May
1987 column by Truman Dollar entitled
"The Changing Missions Climate." As
a missionary kid who lived in Japan 15
years and is now serving as a short-term
missionary inJapan, I disagree with cer-
tain points of his analysis.
To link Japan as closely to Korea as
Dollar did leaves room for many mislead-
ing inferences. Japan and Korea have a
host of cultural and socioeconomic differ-
ences, as well as historical, political, and
religious. Labeling Japan as a "develop-
ing Asian country" is inaccurate. Japan
is developed. It has emerged; Japan is
not "emerging."
I agree that many American and
European missionaries tended to erect
bastions of nationalism, and reflected the
biases of their day. The problem is that
Dollar paints an antiquated picture. The
"dynasties" he speaks of are not the
real problem that the missionary enter-
prise is facing today. The equivalent of
the Vietnam syndrome where we
castigate ourselves for abuses of our
forefathers is a popular Christian rite,
but not the answer to a "changing mis-
sions climate. "
Japanese nationals are certainly well-
educated, but are not often better edu-
cated than the American missionary going
to the field in the eighties. The American
missionary who has graduated from col-
lege surges ahead ofeven theJapanese
college graduates ince Japan's collegiate
academic level is a national joke. This is
not to say that the American does not
have a lot to learn about cultural sub-
limities.
It might sometimes be true that
American missionaries cannot adequately
preach in Korean, but inJapan, common
observation is that the missionaries be-
come linguistically adept. I have also ob-
served a spirit of cooperation between the
Japanese and American teams in Japan.
Japan has a lack in quantity of.natsond,
leaders to lead their own people.
Unitedly the nationals and missionaries
are trying to nurture dynamic Japanese
leaders. The Japanese leaders want
more American missionaries. There
is simply not a significant enough
committed Christian populace to reach
out meaningfully. Japanese and American
thinkers on the cutting edge of mission-
ary enterprise in Japan have a long list
of reasons for the presence of mission-
aries (even in leadership roles). The
mega-problem the missionary enterprise
in Japan faces is insufficient personnel,
not colonialism.
Brian Waala
Ishigaki, Okinawa
Japan
THEATUIPTIFIED...JUSTGOITNORE
IHE AMPUFIED BIB[E...]{OW IN A NEWAI{D EXPANDED EDIIION.
BlBtE...
Vhat a stereo system does for your
favorite Sandi Patti album, Tbe Ampli-
fied Bible dor:s for God's Word.
It amplifies it. Expands it. Enriches
it. In other words, The Ampli/ied Bible
lets you hear God's Word in all its full-
ness and meaning.
Tbe Amplified Bible goes beyond
traditional Bible translations tobring
you the richness and detail of the
original languages. V/ith it, you can
quickly grasp what those listeners of
old instinctively understood.
And now, this million-copy best-
seller is more powerful than ever!
Thoroughly revised and updated, this
new and expanded edition also offers
all-new book introductions and out-
lines, a new concordance d veloped
specifically for use with Tbe Ampffied
Bible, and an eight-page section offull-
color Bible maps.
POWER!
For A limited Time, Get $5.00 Back!
Trade up to the new and expanded edition
of The Amplified Bible and Zondervan will
send you a check for
$5.00. For more
information, visit
your favorite
Christian bookstore.
Trade-in offer expires on
December 31, 1987.
.Z#RHEH
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A.B. Culbertson and Company
OFFERS
(Only in those states where issue is eligible to be sold)
FIRST MORTGACE BONDS ISSUED BY
OLD TIME GOSPEL HO(IR
(Thomas Road Baptist Church and Related Ministries)
LYNCHBORG, VIRGINIA
EARN UP TO:
9.75%
ON SHORT TERM BONDE WITH MATORITIES
RANGING FROM ONE TO FIVE YEARS
BONDS ARE AVAILABLE IN MOLTIPLES OF $1,OOO
Interest Payable Semiannually By Check
Issue Date: May 15, 1987
Interest Rates Range from 8.50% Io 9.757"
Depending Upon the Bond Maturity Selected
Bond Maturity Range Annual Interest Rate
2-15.88
1-15-88 to  5 -15-89
1-15.89  to  5 -15-90
1 - 1 5 - 9 0  t o  5 . 1 5 . 9 1
1-15-91 to  5 - ' , t5 -92
8.50%
8.95%
9.30%
9.50%
9.75%
These bonds may be placed in a self-directed Culbertson IRA.
Transfers and rollovers accepted, in most cases.
This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to buy. The offer is made by prospectus only.
A.B. Culbertson and Company
-onll -.,once Investment
l , l  I  l . i s t rn l^ r .sc \ " '  Bankers|  |  |  L l  i n D l " o c u ' '
I t I l l, l iur,ln " lzi0Continental Plaza
h,frt$#rli Fort worth, rexas 76102
Member: Midwest Stock Exchange
SflPc
For more complete information about this bond issue, obtain a prospectus which describes al l  of the part iculars of this
undertaking. Read i t  careful ly before you invest or send money. Al l  bonds are offered at face value plus accrued interest,
subject to prior sale.
CALL OR RETURN THIS TO:
A.B. Culbertson and Company
1250 Continental  Plaza
777 l(ain Street
Fort Worth. TX 76702
Please send me information on the bonds issued
Texas: l-8OO-772-5892
National: 1 -800-433 -5562
Local: 335-237 |
by Old Time Gospel Hour, Lynchburg, Virginia.
Name
Street
City,State,Zip
Phone No.
Right on target.  .  .
Truman Dollar's "The Changing
Missions Climate" (May) is right on
target. May I add that some missionaries
would impose their American culture on
the nationals as if it were the only accept-
able and correct way of life.
My sincere hope is that Fundamen-
talist leaders will indeed take the call of
Dr. Dollar for an international meeting
on missions strategy. The missions field
outside of America continues to be ripe
unto harvest. Let American and national
churches forge a partnership that will
reap a tremendous harvest of souls for
God's glory.
Jun Lumagbas, Youth Pastor
Bible Baptist Church
Cebu City, Philippines
Since 1984.  .  .
We have been receiving the Fun-
d^amentalist Jounnl stnce 1984, it is very
informative and educational.
God Bless all of you.
Mrs. M. N. Bailey, Jr.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Surrogate mother?. . .
While concurring with Truman
Dollar's conclusion that we should
ban "Surrogate Motherhood" (March
1987),  certain things should be
noted.
First of all, Mrs. Whitehead was
not a surrogate mother. She was indeed
the mother of the child she gave birth
to, the only mother the baby had and
indeed ever would have. Second,
Elizabeth Stern, though childless, was
childless by choice. She was not in-
fertile, but had made a choice not to
give birth to a child herself. Third,
according to research done by Katha
Pollitt in The Nation (May 23, 1987)
the terms of the contract did not give
a child to the Sterns but to Mr. Stern.
Elizabeth Stern was not a party to the
contract. Fourth, and most important,
the problem of contract motherhood
(a much better term) is not one of
advance technology. Indeed the tech-
nology is very old and extremely simple.
In fact it has been used by cattle
breeders for years.
Contract motherhood concerns not
technology, but morality and contract
law. Because of our morality, our society
has made illegal the selling of babies.
And because of good sense, contract law
makes unenforceable a contract to do
something that is in itself illegal.
Dave Ogletree, Pastor
Bethel Evangelical Free Church
Staten Island, New York
Editor's Note: This spring the
Fundamentalist Journal won two awards
at the 1987 Euangelical Press Associa-
tion's annual cornpetition. The awards
u)ere announced in our June issue, but
some information was inaduertently not
included.
The Fundamentalist Journal did
receiue an Anard of Merit in the organi-
zational diuision. In the 19 categories of
the Higher Goals competition, EPA
judges reuiened 937 entries frorn rnaga-
zines such as Moody Monthly andChis-
tianity Today. In the four-color couer
category, the Fundamentalist Journal
receiaed a first place award for its Apil
1986 couer.
The 299 members of EPA meet an-
nually to encourage journalistic excellence
in Chistian peiodicals.
TETECOMPUTER - ANSWER FOR CHURCH GROWTH
How many new members would you
gain if you called 400 people a day?
Now w i th  t he  CBC Te lecomou te r
communicat ion system you can f  ind
out .  Wi th the CBC-9000 you can
make 400 to 600 oersonal  conversa-
t i on  ca l l s  a  day  i n  a  c l ea r  human
voice,  ask quest ions and record the
responses.
The system automat ica l ly  makes up
to 25,000 f r iendly cal ls  per  month.
You can nowcontact  your  members,
o r  t he  t o ta l  commun i t y ,  day t ime ,
even ings ,  and  weekends  w i thou t
adding staf f .  S imply set  the c lock
and te l l  the system when to cal l .
,.-.,..,..."-(*
OUTREACH
Ca l l  eve ry  new res iden t  i n  you r
church area and have your  min is ter
in  h is  or  her  own voice te l l  them
about  your  church,  inv i te  them to
at tend,  and ask them i f  they have
any immediate needs -  just  l ike you
would in  person.
Cal l  your  tota l  church communi ty
and  no t i f y  t hem o f  a l l  you r  chu rch
funct ions -  rev ivals  -  rummage
sales -  f ish f  rys -specia l  serv ices,
etc.
CONTACT PRESENT
MEMBERS
Not i fy  your  members of  a l l  church
f  unc t i ons  -  pe rsona l l y  and  immed i -
ate ly  -  have a weekly church update
message to the ent i re membership.
Have an automat ic  not i f  icat ion ( t ime,
p lace,  and date)  of  every church
act iv i ty  such as choi r ,  vestry ,  youth
group,  c lean up days,  womens group,
etc.  Ask everyone i f  they can at tend
and.record thei r  answers.
I tactual ly  improves person to person
communicat ions wi th in a congrega-
t i o n .  I N C R E A S E  Y O U B  A T T E N -
DANCE BY 500 /o  BECAUSE OF
PERSONAL NOTI  F ICAT ION.
The CBC-9000 insta l ls  in  minutes
wi th a regular  power p lug and stand-
ard te lephone jack.  l t  is  a lso very
easy to operate.  An opt ional  pr in ter
permi ts  hardcopy resul ts  of  each
d ia l i ng  sess ion .
For  more in format ion
Give us a cal l ,  to l l  f ree:
l-800-248-5323, Ext. 199,
( in  Indiana:  317-877-6050) and let 's
d iscuss howthe CBC-9000 can helo
you r  chu rch  g row .
CBC HURCH
c0MMUl{lCAT|0}lS
l3 Harbourtown Ce tBr, Sulte 199,
l{oblesville, Indiana 46060$ti1it'M
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A Back-to-School Special. As a
staunch advocate of Christian schools and
the founder and chancellor of a compre-
hensive learning center where Christ is
preeminent, I obviously have a bias in
support of the Christian education
movement.
When I think of the people who have
shaped my philosophy of education, Bob
Billings is at the top of the list. In busi-
ness circles, he would be known as a
mover and a shaker. In sporting terms,
he would be called a champion. While
this former missionary pastor, and
presidential advisor tenaciously pro-
motes the Christian school movement,
he squarely addresses responsibilities
and problems associated with them in
this issue of the Journal. His insight and
leadership abilities give credence to this
rising force in education.
School Bells Ring in New Year
and New Offerings. Liberty University
has permission from the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools to
offer courses leading to a master of
business administration and doctor of
ministry. The master of business ad-
ministration will complement the under-
graduate School of Business, one of the
largest schools at Liberty, with over
1,000 majors. Likewise, the doctor of
ministry will round out the offerings of
the School of Religion.
?ry+a!'dL
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'A certain man had two sons..."
(Luke 15:11).
And so the familiar story of the Prod-
igal begins. A loving father divided his
estate between his two sons. The eldest
would follow his father's wishes and till
the soil. The other would carelessly
squander his inheritance, revel in a sin-
ful lifestyle, and ultimately find himself
in the squalor of a pigpen.
At that abyss the younger son turned
from his despicable surroundings to ask
his father's forgiveness and seek a place
as a seryant in his household. But the
father being overwhelmed with joy at
seeing his lost son, cried to his servants,
"Bring forth the best robe, and put it on
him; and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet: And bring hither the
fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and
be merqt"
This parable has always been one of
my favorites as it illustrztes God's uncon-
ditional love for us and the joy we can
have in seeking His complete and abso-
lute forgiveness. It reminds me that as
a parent I have an obligation to my chil-
dren to reflect this godly example before
them. Children being children, that is not
always easy.
I have learned through the years that
there is nothing my children can do that
will make me stop loving them. That's
not to say I agree with and approve of
everything they have done. The three of
them are grown now and thankfully we
had very few and very minor problems.
However, no matter what my children do,
they are still flesh of my flesh and a pre-
cious gift from God. While I have a duty
to discipline them, my greatest respon-
sibility is to love them. Just as God the
Father shows us His unconditional love
I think Christian parents have an obliga-
tion to do the same with their children.
But there may be as many as 500,000
children who find themselves thrown
out of their families and forced to face
life alone and on the street. Some are
nmaways, running from intolerable home
lives. Others are throwaways, cast out by
the ones who should love them most.
They do not run away to cities like Llmch-
burg, Virginia. They run to Ins Angeles,
Wasted Lives
Cn,,o,rr o
nonreturnable,
nonrefundable,
and certainly
nonnegotiable,
to New York, to Miami, to New Orleans,
to Washington, to places they perceive
to offer the "good life." Instead they find
lives oflagrancy, prostitution, drugs, and
crime. They become engulfed in the
wickedness around them. There is no
way out. There is no one to love them,
to discipline them, or to restore them.
And there are too few ministry out-
reaches to offer them the real hope that
can be found in Christ.
This is an intolerable waste of
resources of the next generation.
What causes these children to be
tlrowaways or runaways in the first place?
The obvious answers revolve around the
deterioration of the family-divorce,
unwed mothers, alcohol, drugs, and lack-
adaisical moral attitudes in general.
I know we are in the disposable age
but children are nonreturnable, non-
refundable, and certainly nonnegotiable.
They are simply and awesomely a
heritage from the Iord. What can be
done to restore and recycle them? There
must be a way.
When the staff did research for the
articles on the "Throwaway Kids" and
"Children of the Road," I had hoped
they could find one fundamental church
to profile that was reaching out to the
special needs of this unfortunate, un-
loved, and unreached group. So far they
have found that Playboy, Inc., is doing
more to help these kids than any Bible-
believing church we contacted. What an
indictment!
Of'the interviews with runaways or
throwaways carried in this issue, two of
them are from Children of the Night, a
Hollywood-based organization that helps
teenagers get out ofprostitution. The or-
ganization is underwritten in large part
by the Hugh Hefner organization.
Just as we have an obligation to offer
the unborn hope for life, we must like-
wise reach these young people with hope
for life before they are consumed by a
reprobate lifestyle. There needs to be a
church in each major city that is willing
to be the joyful father offering reconcili-
ation and rejoicing to those hurting chil-
dren. Surely there is one.
Although the Playboy approach to life
encourages prostitution, the organization
through this public relations effort is say-
ing that it does not want anyone to be
forced into prostitution. What a dichotomy.
Our research revealed social and
governmental agencies offering specifi-
cally designed programs to help these
kids. But we found fundamental, Bible-
believing churches offering only a glim-
mer of hope to these runaways under the
umbrella of other specialized progmms.
For instance a runaway on drugs can find
refuge in progmms like the Manhattan
Bible Church's drug rehabilitation pro-
gram, or a pregnant een who is on the
streets may find shelter in outreaches to
unwed mothers. Obviously groups like
the Lester Roloffministries in their work
with troubled teens also offer help to the
mnaways and the throwaways of our na-
tion. Nevertheless. we were unable to lo-
cate one church where a specific program
had been designed to meet the moun-
tainous needs of this literally lost seg-
ment of our society.
Before their hearts become hardened
by sin-filled living, there must be a minis-
try willing to meet these wayward chil-
dren with a robe and a meal, and help
raise them out of the pigpen of city streei
life.
If our arms are not outstretched to
these prodigals, other arms will be. Arms
that will doubtlessly lead them into the
I
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gates of perdition.
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Mcndy Graduate School is built on the
commitment to provide practical, Biblical
training for men and women desiring to serve
the Lord. The same commitment on which
the Moody Bible Institute was founded over
100 years ago.
In addition, we have developed our
Graduate School program with the commit-
ments of the church professional in mind.
If you are currently involved in professional
Christian ministry our unique course structure
can ailow you to earn a Master of Arts degree
while maintaining your family and ministerial
commitments. Each of our courses is built
anrund a one-week class session. The remain-
der of the course work is completed in the
privacy of your home or office.
In keeping with our cc>mmitment, all of
our courses emphasize the same practical
applications which D.L. Moody established
over a century ago. The folkrwing are just
a few of the more than 30 sraduate courses
we offer.
Excellerce in Publicity anA Promotion
. . . Mr. Wayne Kiser, Mrs. Ruch Krser
Revinlization of the Twentieth Century Chwch
. . . Dr. LlnydPerry, Dr. RichardPatterson
Biblical TIwobgJ aul Pr actic e of Ministry
. . . th. B. WayrcHopkins,
th. Wil\iunTLvaslwr
P ersonal Growth and Srress Manngement
. . . Dr. RalmondChester, Mr. DavidSanfard
So don't put off getting your Master's
degree any longer, because our commitment
allows you to continue yours.
For more infrrrmation call l -800-621-
7105; in ll l inois, (312) 329-4341, or send the
coupon to Graduate Schcxrl, Moody Bible
Institute, 820 North LaSalle Dive, Chicagr,,
Ill inois 60610
E Yes, I want to know more about the
Moody Graduate School.
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ADDRESS
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PHONE #
CURRENT MINISTRY
MOODV GRADUATE SCHOOL
A MINISTFY OF MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE
B2O N LASALLE DR CHICAGO.  IL  60610
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Advice for Assistant Pastors
by Edward. G. Dobson
s I drove to church on March 29
my mind was flooded with
thoughts. In some respects it
was like any other Sunday. I had studied
diligenfly during the week and I was ex-
cited about preaching the Word. Yet it
was different from any Sunday in the last
15 years. I was not driving to Thomas
Road Baptist Church where I had served
as an associate pastor to Jerry Falwell.
I was driving to Calvary Church in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, where I would preach
my first sennon as the new senior pastor.
As I sat alone in my office I began to
realize the significance of what God is
doing in my life. I am no longer an as-
sociate pastor-I am now God's under-
shepherd in this local church. If things
happen that I don't like, I no longer have
the option of blaming someone above me.
I am responsible before God for the
spiritual well-being of Calvary Church.
Now I would like to offer some ad-
vice to "number-two men." That role is
not always easy. At the same time, it is
a wonderful privilege and opportunity.
Force yourselfto grow. Pressure
is often the catalyst hat produces maxi-
mum spiritual growth (ames 7:2-4).
When we are stretched to our limits and
beyond, we are driven to total depen-
dence on God. Senior pastors feel that
pressure. The responsibilities of this
church are far beyond my human abilities.
I trust God every day for wisdom, power,
discernment, and everything necessary
to effectively serve this congregation. An
assistant does not feel that kind of pres-
sure. He is protected by the senior
pastor.
On many occasions I prayed with
Dr. Falwell for millions of dollars. But I
did not feel the same pressure he felt.
Consequently, I was not stretched to
trust God as he did. The spiritual ten-
denry was to depend on his hith, and not
my own. My constant struggle was to
push myself to continue to grow spiritu-
ally. Every assistant must do this. I tried
to read the Bible and pray every day. I
knew that I could not entrust my spiritual
growth to others. As a senior pastor I
want people on my staff who want to
Purrun is often
the catalyst
that produces
maximum spiritual
growth.
grow on their own. People of prayer. Peo-
ple of the Word. People who have a com-
passion to win lost souls to Christ.
Loyalty-a priority. In my years at
Lynchburg I tried to be totally loyal to the
leadership. That is not to say that loyalty
is blind. My ultimate loyalty is to Christ
and His Word. If human leadership asks
you to violate your commitment o Christ
or His Word, you must obey God and not
man. I am thankful that I was never
asked to violate either. Had that hap-
pened I would have resigned.
Inyalty does not mean unconditional
agreement with leadership. I did not
always agree with Dr. Falwell. Nor do I
want assistants who always agree with
me. When I disagreed with what was
happening I expressed my concerns
privately to Dr. Falwell. I did not ereress
them to other staff members or to the
people of the church. After expressing
my concern I publicly supported the
decisions that were made. Whether or
not my input was followed, the leader-
ship had my vote. I am thankful that
Dr. Falwell allowed me to disagree
without punitive consequences. My in-
tegnty and loyalty were never called into
question because I chose to disagree.
Help the pastor fulfill his vision.
Someone asked several years ago in an
interview, "What is your personal vision
for the future?" I responded, "I don't
have one. My only goal is to help
Dr. Falwell accomplish the vision God
has given him!" I saw marry people join
the Lynchburg staff with grandiose
visions of their own. They planned to use
Dr. Falwell to accomplish their own per-
sonal goals. Every one of them failed in
their mission. Assistant pastors must
help the senior pastor accomplish the
vision God has given him. At times that
may mean doing some things that we
would prefer not to do, but we do them
because we are asked and because they
are part of the vision.
As a senior pastor I am looking for
people to work with me-not for me-
in accomplishing what God wants in Cal-
vary Church. I am not looking for peo-
ple who see their job as a stepping-stone
to something better. I am not looking for
people who want to impose their precon-
ceived ideas on our congregation.
Hard work. Senior pastors work
hard. Dr. Falwell was a constant exam-
ple in this area. No matter how many
hours I put in I could not keep up with
him. He worked day and night year
round. Often when I visited the hospi-
tals I would discover he had already been
there. When I showed up early at the
office he was already there.
Too many assistants are concerned
with time off and benefit packages. They
think if they have an evening church ac-
tivity they should take the next morning
off-after all they are only paid for 40
hours a week. Such thinking is destruc-
tive to accomplishing what God wants in
the church.
Perhaps you object on the basis that
we may all become workaholics. I am
convinced that the danger lies in becom-
ing mercenary sluggards! Of course you
must take time off to be with your fumily,
but I'm looking for staff who need to be
told to slow down and take time off. I'm
not looking for staff who need constant
prodding and pushing.
I believe my years as an assistant in
Lynchburg will help me to be more sen-
sitive and understanding as a senior pas-
tor. I had a superb mentor. I am tlrilled
to be at Calvary Church. These last six
months have been the greatest and most
fulfilling months of service in my life. I
pray that God will use me to glorify
Christ and preach His Word. I
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Our Most lroublesome Sin
he deadliest of the seven
deadly sins is sloth. A com-
bination of laziness, bore-
dom, apathy, idleness, and
indifference, it was the sin of the
wicked servant in Jesus' parable of
the talents. We know the story. One
man gets five talents and doubles the
amount. Another gets two, but still
doubles the amount. The third ser-
vant gets a single talent and hides it
in the ground. When his master
comes back to settle accounts, the
senant hands back the money he has
received. Then the master says to
him, "You wicked and slothful
servant!"
Now, if we were hearing that story
for the first time, chances are we
would react by saying, "What did he
do that was so bad?" If we listen to
the story we understand the answer.
Nothing! What? He did nothing, and
for that he was condemned. We make
the mistake of believing that God
finds fault with us only when we do
something we ought not to do. But
sin is any transgression of, or lack of
conformity to, the law of God. That
includes what we do and what we fail
to do.
The sin of sloth is the sin of not
wanting, not caring, not trying. A
very powerful description of it was
written by a monk in the fourth
century. He is describing how sloth
affects someone in the monastery.
"When the poor fellow is beset by it,
it makes him detest the place where
he is and loathe his cell. He has a
poor, scornful opinion of his brethren
near and far, and thinks them neglect-
by
Robert l.
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ful and unscriptural. It makes him slug-
gish and inert for every task. He cannot
sit still, nor set his mind to reading. He
thinks despondently of how little
progress he has made where he is, how
litfle good he does, how little he matters.
He dwells much on the excellence of
other and distant monasteries. He thinks
how profitable and healthy life is there,
how delightful those brethren are, and
how spiritually they live.
"On the contrary where he is, all is
harsh and untoward. There is no refresh-
ment for his soul to be got from his
brethren, and none for his body from this
thankless place. At last he thinks he can-
not really be served where he is, and he
usually feels as tired as if he had w-alked
miles, and as hungry as if he had fasted
for days. He goes out and looks this way
and that, and sighs to think that no one
is coming to visit him.
"He saunters to and fro, and wonders
why the sun is setting so slowly. And so,
with his mind full of stupid bewilderment
and shameful gloom, he grows slack and
void of all spiritual energy, and thinks that
nothing will do him any good, and so he
betakes himself to the solace of sleep."
That is the picture of sloth-a picture
ofa person who does not try, who does
not care, who does not rejoice in the life
that God has given. Sloth is the sin of not
caring.
Chances are all of us at one time or
another have been overtaken with this
sin. When it comes upon us, the Chris-
tian life loses its zest, worship seems
boring, we are indifferent to prayer,
uninterested in service. There is no
more joy or glory in life. Have you
ever been struck by the malady of
not wanting, of not caring, of giving in
to the mood of discouragement and
defeat? The sin is not so much in the
thought that comes but in our failure
to fight against it. We do not resist
the mood-we allow it to sweep over
us and control us. We flounder in the
sea as if we were helpless. We lose
our zeal, for living. We lose our joy in
God. We lose our enthusiasm for
serving.
Nothing seems worth doing. We
do not care anymore. We despair of
ourselves. We think that we will never
be other than we are. We give up on
the idea of growing. We abandon the
longing to be like Christ. We stop
believing in our dreams. We no longer
expect to be surprised by joy, and we
become cynical about people, about
the church, or the world.
Sloth is a subtle sin because it
does not come with sudden passion
or lead us to deny our faith. It simply
casts a gray shadow over everything
we believe, and so, while it apparently
leaves our faith intact, it leaves us
empty and useless.
In Romans 12:11 Paul gives us
three principles for iiving a life uncon-
taminated by sloth: Never let your en-
thusiasm die. Do not abandon your
hope. Concentrate, make an effort,
put energy into things. These princi-
ples apply to all aspects of life. Inten-
sity and effort are called for in the
living of this life. There is no reason
or room for lethargy. Eagerness, en-
thusiasm, and a resolution to keep on
going are vital. We cannot give up
quickly and believe that all hope is
gone. We need to heed all the coun-
sel of the Bible, which challenges us
to energetic, enthusiastic effort. We
must not be "weary in well-doing"
(Gal. 6:9). Life is like arace. Forget
what lies behind and press on.Bost
ss
The joy, hope, and victory of life
do not come to those who drift. If we
wait until this slothful mood passes, it
may be too late. We need to resist.
We need to believe that God is alive
and at work in our lives and that
things can be different. By the grace
of God, they will be. Do not let your
dreams die.
We are not in this thing alone.
God promises to be with us and to
give us strength. He has given us life
and is now at work within us. We are
to serve and follow Him without
reserve and without regret.
We can overcome the sin of sloth,
but we need to make an effort of will.
In Psalm 42 the writer says, "Why
art thou cast down, O my soul? And
why art thou disquieted in me? Hope
thou in God: for I shall yet praise him
for the help of his countenance."
Here was a man who knew that he
should not be down about life. Con-
stant defeat and discouragement was
not right. "Why are you downcast?"
he says to his own spirit. "Put your
hope in God." Then at last, as a
glimmer of light breaks through, he
says, "I will yet praise him." The
next time sloth sweeps over you, giv-
ing you the feeling that there is no
point to life, that worship does not
move you as it once
did, recognize that
you need to make an
effort of will to conquer
this sin which has the
power to destroy your \l
spirit. The worst part of
slothfulness is that it results
in paralysis. Do something.
A pastor was approached by a
woman in his congregation who said,
"Pastor, can you tell me how I can
get victory over my tendency to stay
in bed too long in the morning?" The
pastor replied, "Madam, I would sug-
gest that you put one leg over the
side of the bed and then draw the
other after it." Notice how easy it
is to assume that God is respon-
sible to bring us out of our
l1a1.,t j.o,'
sloth and our
apathy. But what
are we doing about it?
We need to find somebody who needs
help, visit someone, offer ourselves
in some new kind of task in the
church or in the community. The
problem is, we do not feel like it, and so
we do not do it.
continued on fage 44
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Keeping Pressure in PerspectiYe
oshiko was excited when
her husband was assigned
to do research at the
University of North Dakota
for two years. The young Japanese
woman's dream to live in the United
States had come true. She soon
found. however. that all was not as
she had imagined. Often she felt
lonely and frustrated. Finally, pains in
her abdomen drove her to a doctor.
After examining Toshiko the physician
said there was nothing physically
wrong; the problem was emotional.
She was indignant. She did not want
to admit that living in a foreign cul-
ture was stressful to her.
Doctors are overwhelmed with
patients suffering from stress, which
can cause migraine headaches, high
blood pressure, heart disease, ulcers,
mental breakdowns, or plain old
stomachaches.
Stress is nothing new. The
Pilgrims struggled with disease,
hunger, and frigid temperatures during
their first winter on American shores.
The pioneers left the comforts of
civilization to trek across unfriendly
prairies and dangerous mountains and
settle the West. Only 50 years ago
the Great Depression crushed the
families of our nation. Today the aver-
age American suffers none of these
hardships, yet we succumb to stress
more than any previous generation.
whv?
Feverish Activity. Why is there
so much stress in our push-button
world? Shouldn't our conveniences
make living less stressful? Consider
wash day. Instead of boiling clothes
by
Motildo
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over a hot stove and scrubbing out
stains on washboards, we toss a load
of clothes into the washer on our way
to an appointment. Automatic ovens
bake our Sunday dinners while we are
at church. Microwaves turn out meals
in a matter of minutes. Convenience
foods abound. Nearly every food has
gone "instant." We have labor-saving
devices for household and yard
chores, cars to take us wherever we
need or want to go. Why this stress?
Have the gadgets intended to
simplify life actually complicated it?
Do we merely have more time to
crowd meaningless activities into our
days? Do we spend less time quietly
with the Inrd and more time rushing
here and there like the frantic world
around us?
Our Shepherd wants us to lie
down in green pastures and walk
beside still waters with Him. But we
are too busy-often with nonessen-
tials. Daniel prophesied that in the
last days "many shall run to and fro"
(Dan. 72:4). How aptly that describes
our generation, always on the go,
never allowing ourselves to be quiet,
to be still. At the end of the day we
almost explode from the stress of
overactivity.
Lack of Money. A young couple
I know began their marriage living far
above their means. Buying new furni-
ture and clothes and eating out often
was fun at first, but extravagance l d
to hopeless debt. Perhaps nothing
causes more stress than being unable
to pay the bills that keep coming with
alarming regularity. In this case it
very nearly wrecked the marriage.
Richard J. Foster, author of Freedom
of Simplicity, urges Americans to
adopt a simple lifestyle. He points out
that the "more-is-better" philosophy
of our day is making people fractured,
fragmented, strained, hurried, breath-
less. He says, "Christian simplicity
frees us from this modern
mania. It brings sanity to
our compulsive extrava-
gance, and peace to
our frantic spirit. . . .
Simplicity
enables us
to live lives
of integrity
in the face
of the ter-
rible realities
of our global village."
Paul urges, "Having
food and raiment let us
be therewith content"
(1 Tim. 6:8). A simpli-
fied lifestyle would al-
leviate much of the
stress brought about
by lack of finances,
and we would still
not want to change
places with the peo-
ple starving in
Third World coun-
tries. I challenge you
to see what you can
do without,
not only
\ ;
-Hudson loylor
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to avoid the stress of overspending,
but to be able to give to others in
dire need.
Putting Things Off. The year
before our small son, Tim, was to
start school, he packed his schoolbag.
When I asked him why he was get-
ting ready a whole year early he re-
plied, "I hate that last-minute wush,
wush, wush."
Some people work better under
pressure; necessity forces them to
action. We experience less stress,
however, if we discipline ourselves to
stay on schedule and avoid the in-
evitable pressure of last-minute rush-
ing. Students cram for tests instead
of studying faithfully throughout the
term. Mothers put ofl ironing or
mending unti l the morning when
someone suddenly needs the garment
in question. Sunday-school teachers
leave their lesson preparation until
Saturday night, and then cannot han-
dle unexpected guests or a family
emergency.
Changes. The elderly among us
began their lives in the horse-and-
buggy era and will end it in the space
age. Think of the changes! In the
next 20 years we will see more
changes than in all of previous
history. Can we handle it?
Changes in our personal lives
cause stress. Life-change unit scales
indicate the stress factor of traumatic
changes such as the death of a loved
one, trouble with in-laws, the loss of
a job, divorce, moving to a new
home, taking out a loan, starting a
new school, having a baby, and so on.
Pleasant happenings also cause
stress. The experts call this eustress,
opposite from distress. Remember
the stress resulting from the excite-
ment of winning an honor, meeting
with old friends, having a family re-
union, reaching a cherished goal,
celebrating Christmas with loved
ones? I'll never forget how exhausted
^.1 IH
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my husband and I felt after we wel-
comed our first precious grandchild.
You would think that we had given
birth instead of the mother!
Changes are a part of modern life.
We cannot escape them unless we
stick our heads in the sand on a
desert island. karning to cope is the
secret, not taking tranquilizers after
the stress has taken its toll.
Chastisement. King Ahaz was
distressed because the king of
Assyria, to whom he had looked for aid,
was harassing him instead of helping
him. God had arranged this affliction
because of King Ahaz's unfaithfulness
and sin. Ahaz could have accepted
God's chastisement and repented, but
he didn't. We read, 'And in the time
of his distress did he trespass yet
more against the Lord" (2 Chron.
28:2D. His unfaithfulness included
sacrificing to the gods of Damascus,
closing up the house of the lord, and
putting altars and high places every-
where to burn incense to false gods.
When God chastens you for un-
"Believing thct
God wonted
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-Eugene B. ilcDoniel
faithfulness, how do you react? In
your distress do you sin even more,
or do you repent? God has designed
chastening to bring us to Himself, but
sometimes we let it drive us away
from Him.
We should always ask ourselves if
distress is a result of our own sin. If it
is, we need to repent. Complaining,
indulging in self-pity, striking out at
others, and blaming God lead only to
more unfaithfulness.
Trial of Your Faith. Perhaps
your current distress is not a result of
sin on your part, but a trial of your
faith to help you grow as a Christian.
Watchman Nee, renowned Chinese
Christian, said, "We never learn any-
thing new about God except by ad-
versity."
In Don't Waste Your Sorrows, Paul
E. Billheimer points out that as soon
as we are born again we enter ap-
prenticeship for becoming rulers in
the kingdom of God. God uses tribu-
lation to decentralize us from self and
teach us agafe love. No wonder Paul
says we should glory in tribulation.
God is working out His eternal pur-
poses through it.
Positive Attitude. Captain
Eugene B. McDaniel of the United
States Navy was shot down over Viet-
nam while on a bombing mission. He
describes his life in the Communist
prison in his book, Before Honor.
Captain McDaniel's positive attitude
throughout his six-year imprisonment
was remarkable. Even torture could
not kill his optimism. He was an in-
spiration to fellow-prisoners and
helped them not to give up or give in
to the enemy. He said, 'As I grew
older in the faith, I came to realize
that optimism was solidly rooted in
faith in God-the optimism that
worked, that is, and any attempt to
build up a positive attitude apart from
faith could only carry one so many
miles. Believing in God's positive atti
tude toward me, that He wanted the
highest good for me, was the only
way I could face each day with
confidence."
God Is in Control. Nothing
comes to us accidentally. God gives
us this reassuring promise: "For I
know the thoughts that I think toward
you, saith the [,ord, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end" (fer. 29:Il). Remem-
ber how Satan had to ask God for the
go-ahead before he could afflict Job?
Knowing that our circumstances are
ordered by God, that nothing comes
to us without His permission, is the
best way to cope with stressful
circumstances.
When Jesus walked on earth He
had no certain place to lay His head.
His followers were often childish and
quarrelsome. One denied Him.
Another betrayed Him when He
needed him the most. Multitudes
constantly surrounded Him, clamoring
for His help. The religious leaders of
His day publicly opposed Him. He
was finally crucified.
Jesus could remain calm and un-
ruffled in the face of these stressful
situations because He accepted what
His Father allowed to come to Him.
Our lnrd spent much time alone with
the Father, drew strength from Him,
and depended on Him for all things.
We can avoid much of the stress
of daily living by careful planning and
simple living. We can cope with un-
avoidable stress as Jesus did by
accepting it as allowed by God and
realizing He is working out His
eternal purposes for us through it.
Hudson Thylor carried enormous
responsibilities as the leader of the
great China Inland Mission. He said,
"It doesn't matter, really, how great
the pressure is: it only matters where
the pressure lies. See that it never
comes between you and the lnrd-
then, the greater the pressure, the
more it presses you to His breast."
When we allow stress to bring us
to Him, we can bask in His presence,
lay hold of His promises, and contem-
plate His purposes. We will find our-
selves praising God instead of
grumbling. Stress will actually bless
instead of distress.
I Matilda Nordtvedt is a pastor's
wife and author in Everett.
Washington.
Put Walt Rumminger's 25 years ol
experience to work for you. Call
Teamway for:
Ch u rch Build ing s, Ch r ist ian
Schoo/s, Family Life Centers,
Pl anni ng, Desig ning, Con str uct i  on
and F i  nanc ral Consult i  ng.
From a simple expansion to a mult i-
m i l l i on  do l la r  worsh ip  center ,  our
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church your way and pocket the
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free brochure and consultat ion.
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ChrlsllonSchools
Assembling o Winning Teom
by Robert Billings
arly American education was always
Christian education. In many com-
munities the preacher would preach
on Sunday and teach Monday
I through Friday. In exchange,
parents would tend his crops and help
him along the way. Nine of the first 10
colleges established east of the Mississippi
were Christian colleges, including Har-
vard, Yale, and Princeton.
When public education came into ex-
istence about 150 years ago, this country was
mostly Protestant. We quit our Christian
education, our church education, and
joined the public school movement. We
supported it pretty actively until about 40
years ago when Humanism began to make
inroads in our education system. In the 1962
and 1963 decisions, the Supreme Court
put God outside the classroom. Christians
became greatly concerned about what was
happening in the public schools, and we
began the modern Christian school movement.
Now, looking back at the successes
and failures of Christian education. we
rea)tze that no movement in and of itself
is a panacea. If the comfort of separation
from the ills of public education leads to
complacency in our Christian schools, we
are faced with a "cure" that is no better
than the disease. Our God-given responsi-
bility is to create and maintain a school
environment for our children that is Chris-
tian, that educates, and that trains spiritual
leaders for today's world.
The duty to fulfill this responsibility
falls on the Christian school administra-
tion, on the parents who send their chil-
dren to Christian schools, and on the
students themselves.
The Duty of the Administration.
The purpose of Christian education is to
develop young people who serve God.
The first duty of the administration is to
educate our children and prepare them for
a life of service to God. I asked the 57
teachers in our school, "How many of
you graduated from a Christian high
school?" Of 57 teachers on the Riverdale
Baptist School staff, only one had graduated
from a Christian high school. Where are
the other graduates of Christian high
schools? Where are they working? What
are they doing?
Another duty of the administration is
to keep chapel services from deteriorating
into simple devotional hours. A red-hot
chapel program produces a better student
body. We cannot turn out men and women
who serve God if we do not give them
examples of godly men and women who
can teach them about toughing it out for
the Lord Jesus Christ.
The administration has a duty not to
water down principles to raise enrollment.
I have seen many Christian schools across
the country lower their standards to raise
their enrollment. It always leads to failure.
The administration is duty-bound to
hire teachers who are in accord with the
school's philosophy of Christian education.
Many who teach in Christian schools have
lost their sense of mission. They are just
doing a job, not engaglng in a ministry.
We don't need teachers in Christian
schools who undermine the philosophy of
the school's purpose. Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.,
used to say, "You can get people to cuss
you for nothing. Don't pay 'em for doing
it."
The Duty of the Parents. A Christian
school is not a reform school. Parents are
responsible to rear obedient children.
They cannot shun this duty and expect
the school to do for their child in 15
weeks what they have not been able to do
in 15 years. A child seldom rises higher
than the home. If the parents cannot
teach their children to obey, the school is
not going to be able to do it either.
I
The purpose
of Chrislion
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is to
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Parents have a duty to examine their
motives for enrolling a child in a Christian
school. Parents who think they can isolate
their children from the bad influences
found in public schools have the wrong
motive. There are drug addicts and cheaters
and liars and people who drink in Christian
schools too. If they are discovered they
are expelled-or should be-but they are
there!
Another wrong motive for putting chil-
dren in a Christian school is for separa-
tion. Parents like the Christian school
standards, but they are not willing to sup-
port those standards at home. Conversely,
some parents put their children in a
Christian school just for the education.
They don't like the Christian part. They
just like the idea that it is a private
school. That's a wrong motive.
The Duty of the Students. The fust
few verses of 2 Timothy chapter 3 give a
definition of Humanism. One of the things
in that definition is being unthankful. Stu-
dents have a duty of gratitude to the parents
who make the extra effort to put them in
a Christian school. Another of Dr. Bob's
chapel sayings is, "When gratitude dies
on the altar of a man's heart, that man is
well nigh hopeless." There is no excuse
for an unthankful heart.
Every young person in a Christian
school has a duty to maintain his testimony,
even when there is no challenge to be
different. In the public school he carried
his Bible to show he was a Christian. He
would not go to dances and certain other
activities. He would say, "I'm not going.
I'm a Christian." But in a Christian
school there is no challenge to be different.
The only challenge in many Christian
schools is to see how many rules you can
break, how much you can get away with,
never a challenge to be strong. We must
develop a generation of Christian school
young people who have a strong will to
follow God.
Students in a Christian school have a
duty to refrain from living like the world.
There is a temptation to think, "I've
been in a Christian atmosphere all week.
I guess I don't need to go to church. I
don't need to be active in the young peo-
ple's group. We have young people in
Christian schools who want to live like the
world. They become Christian school
cowards. They are afraid to be different.
Christian school students have a duty
to reverence the sacred. A Christian
school is an easy place to backslide.
There is a familiarity with the sacred, and
the Christian walk is not fresh and pre-
cious and wonderful anymore. Being a
Christian should be the most real thing in
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schools
is to see
the world. Praying ought to be as natural
as breathing. The Word of God should be
a part of daily life. The convictions taught
by parents and schoolteachers should be-
come the students' own convictions, as
they are challenged to a life of service for
God.
Only as each administrator, each
parent, and each student recognizes his
duties to Christian education, and resolves
to be diligent in his commitment to them,
will we turn out graduates who say, "God
blessed me with a Christian school and
Christian friends and Christian parents. I
ought to glve my life completely to God
and do whatever He'd have me to do, and
shake the world for Christ."
I Robert Billings, former missionary
pastor, and presidential assistant, is head-
master of Riverdale Baptist School in
Upper Marlboro, Maryland.
how mony
rules
you con
breok.
Bob Billings
"Having a Ball"
In the Perfect Will of God
ob Billings should
bottle his enthu-
siasm and sell it.
He does everything with a
passion. He plays hard and
he works hard, but most
important, Bob Billings is
diligent about maintaining a
consistent Christian life.
"Nothing that is not a
real crime makes a man ap-
pear so contemptible and
little in the eyes of the world as incon-
sistency," wrote Joseph Addison in The
Spectator. Robert Billings would agree. In
his roles as missionary, pastol presiden-
tial assistant, and educator, he has found
that "the greatest challenge for a Chris-
tian is to so walk with God that it creates
an excitement in the hearts of non-
believers. This includes consistency and
an evident enjoyment of the Christian
life. One of the purposes of salt, which
we believers are to be in the world, is
to make people thirsty and make them
want what we have."
Billings, 61, has dedicated his life to
making people "thirsty" for the gospel.
His desire to serve God grew after his
unusual salvation experience at age 16.
Billings grew up with an Indian father and
a French mother. Because his home was
"the French and Indian War," he and his
brother were sent to live in anorphanage.
While the boys were at the orphanage
their alcoholic father, whose Indian name
cannot be translated into English spell-
t rT
I he best thing
is the inner satisfaction
I have of knowing
that I am
in the ahsolute
ing, was miraculously
saved. The father drove to
the orphanage and took his
sons to hear the preacher
visiting the reservation.
Chief Whitefeather, the
evangelist, then preached
the first gospel message
Billings had ever heard. He
responded to the gospel
and began to look for ways
to serve the lord.
A graduate of Bob Jones University,
Billings credits Bob Jones, Sr., as being
the greatest influence on his life. Immed-
iately after college he went to the British
West Indies and served as a missionary
for 10 years. After returning to the
United Slates, Billings pastored churches
in Tennessee, Texas, and Indiana.
"I've never done anything in the
Lord's work from which I've not received
a great deal of pleasure," he says. "It
was a great opportunity to be a mission-
ary for 10 years. It was a great opportun-
ity to work with candidate Reagan, and
then exciting to work with President
Reagan, and to have my influence and
testimony permeate everyone I could
touch in the government."
During Reagan's presidential cam-
paign Billings was asked to direct church
perted will of God,"
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voter groups and encourage church peo-
ple to get involved in the campaign.
After Reagan was elected Billings was
appointed to a post in the Department
of Education. He first worked as the
director of 10 regional Department of
Education offices. He was then asked to
take the post of White House liaison. In
this capacity he processed political ap-
pointees to the Department of Education
andworked particularly with Mrs. George
Bush on the national adult literacy
project. Although he resigned his White
House post in April 1985, that project is
still continuing.
Aside from his other responsibilities,
Billings founded and is the director of the
Christian Education and Research Foun-
dation. He served on the board of the
Conservative Caucus Education and
Research Foundation and the Emergency
Committee for Children. He has written
two books and often travels to address
churches and organizational meetings.
Today Robert Billings is the head-
master and director of Riverdale Baptist
School, a ministry of Riverdale Baptist
Church in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.
Herbert Fitzpatrick, pastor of the
church, reports that the church is excited
to have Billings as school director. "He's
a very energetic man and we appreciate
his knowledge of education. He has a
wonderful way with students and
teachers. The students immediately
received him and were delighted to have
him as their director."
Billings loves his job. "The best thing
is the inner satisfaction I have of know-
ing that I am in the absolute perfect will
of God. I make a third of the salary I
made in Washington and have three times
the fun. I love the children. There is a
great staff here. I love working with
them, and I am excited to see how God
has been working. I've found a real
pleasure in this. I'm having a ball.
There's a comfort and a joy I couldn't
have if I were doing something else."
Between his jobs in Washington and at
Riverdale, Billings took a sabbatical leave
for four months. "I spent the time in a
cabin in the woods in Pennsylvania. I was
reading the Bible, praying, fasting, and
reading other books-I must have read
between 50 and 75. It refreshed me
spiritually. After spending so much time
in Washington, I felt the need to get away
and regroup and get spiritual refresh-
ment. I recommend it for every pastor
who feels he needs his gas tank filled."
Although he enjoys practically every-
thing he reads, if he were stranded on
a desert island he would take the Bible;
The Sauing Work of Chrisl, by Thomas;
The Inuisible War, by Barnhouse; and
Bone of His Bone, by Hugo. "Those
were all life-changing books," he says.
Billings loves to read biographies of
the great men of God. Ifhe could choose
any time in history in which to live, he
would choose the times of great spiritua.l
awakening. "I'd love to have lived in the
days of Moody and Spurgeon."
One of the major problems Billings
sees today is "inconsistency in the lives
of the ministerial brethren. During my
sabbatical, I would travel and preach on
weekends. I often heard of pastors who
were out of the ministry on morals
charges, and of churches going downhill
because a pastor failed in his personal
that it creates
an excitement
in the hearts
t t 
Tn, greatest
testimony. I became very disappointed
and discouraged about that."
Perhaps a future ministry to pastors
is in the lnrd's will for Billings, but he
does know that someday he is going to
preach a sermon on "what we pastor
fathers can do to help our families turn
out well. lnok at Eli's children, and
closer to home, look at Billy Sunday's
children. We need to find something bet-
ter for our children and help them follow
in our steps in the ministry. Pastors'
attitudes are not all bad, of course,
but are we so busy taking care of
other people's problems that we don't
spend enough time with our own
children?"
Billings has been blessed with a
happy family and a strong marriage. He
and his wife, Charlotte, recently cele-
brated their 41st anniversary. Their two
sons are nor'r/ grown and following in their
father's political footsteps. Bob Billings,
Jr., works at the American Conservative
Union. William Billings is involved in
organizing political campaigns.
Charles Simmons once said. " 'Three
things,' says Luther, 'make a Divine-
prayer, meditation, and trials.' These
make a Christian; but a Christian
minister needs three more: talent, ap-
plication, and acquirements." Bob
Billings has everything a Christian
challenge for a Christian
is to so walk with God
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of nonbelievens."
minister needs. T
Mel qnd Normo Gobler
Bqttlincf
Textb&k Bios
by Ann Wharton
They work
loword the
gool of
providing
the best
possible
fextbooks,
becouse
lomorrow's
leoders
become
whot they
ore loughf.
nyone who wants to make a
difference, can. Mel and
Norma Gabler illustrate that
fact. They are an average
American couple, loyal to
their country their church, and their family.
But their concern over public school text-
books has made them controversial.
Their son sparked their interest in
textbook content. One day in 1961 he in-
sisted they read something from his history
text. Mel Gabler was amazed at its em-
phasis on the authority of the federal
government, without reference to state
and individual rights.
The rest is history. They made a mark
locally, then statewide, and finally nation-
wide. Their efforts have resulted in a
massive ministry of public school textbook
analysis, which they make available to all
who are interested.
They speak across the country and ap-
pear on radio and television, discussing
what they have done and what their actions
have cost them. Their book, What Are
ThE Tbaching Our Children? explores
what every interested parent and taxpayer
can do "about humanism and textbooks in
today's public school."
The Gablers did not start out to create
controversy. Long-standing members of
their community, they simply talked to
local educators, whom they knew on a
first-name basis. They learned that the
textbooks used across Gxas were selected
through the state Department of Educa-
tion. There they first encountered antag-
onism and were called "censors'l-one of
the milder brickbats to which they have
become accustomed.
But they were not deterred.
Norma did the legwork in the early
years, before Mel retired and joined her
full time. They learned what to do and
exactly how to do it-and how to handle
insults from "professional educators" who
resented their asking inconvenient
questions.
F
E
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Dr. James C. Dobson
knows it's hard for today's
parents okeep their
priorities straight.
Too often. thev invest
in their careers atthe ex,
pense of building family relationships. They're
quick to flll then calendars, but not their chil,
dren's needs. Over the years, precious oppor,
tunities slip by...untilone day the
door to childhood closes.
Turn Your He ar t Tow ar d Hwne :
Hope for today's {amilies begins
in vour church.
In Tur n Yorn He art Tow ar d Home Dr. Dobson
presents a callto arms. Because it'stime for par,
ents and churches to wake up to the threats kids
face and take a stand for their families.
In this provocative six,part f lm series, Dr.
Dobson speaks openly about the issues. Hrs front,
line perspective nspires, compels and motivates.
Over 13,000 churches
have already experienced
the rallying power of Turn
Yorn HeartTowardHome.
For them, Dr. Dobson's
message has boosted
awareness, deepened commitments, and started
vital family ministries.
In a world where "home" is just another four,
letter word, your church can make a difference.
TurnYour HeqrtTowardHome is the first step.
Plan to show it soon.
Focus ontheEwnilyt A re{resher course
in the basics.
Millions have seen the Focus ontheFanill
fllm series, Dr. Dobson's
practicalguide to par,
enting. Has your church
shown it recently? \7hy
not schedule a refresher
course this year?
l|R. JAMES C.
'ffi
\*'*ffifu
l|l|BSl|N
wllfrD PanufiIilfrtE
Make a difference
in your church today.
Jb schedule your showing t:rf
Turn Yow Heart Tbwartl Home or
Rrcus on the Fami\, contirct your
local Christian film distrihutor,
or call \7crrd at 1-800-826-3577,
Gxas l -800-797-3534.
TurnYour Heart To+uartl Home
is availablc in a series of six
discussion provr:lking fi lms:
Filnr I A Farher Ltx*s Buck
(60 minutes)
Film 2 hwer in Purenting: The
Yn+ng ChilA
(60 minutes)
Filnr 3 Pocrer in Pmenthrg: The
Adolescent (45 minutes)
Film 4 The Family Undar Firc
(52 minutes)
Film 5
Fi lm 6
Ouercoming u Puinful
Childhoo<l ( 40 nr irrutes)
The Heritage
(60 minutes)
Rental Fee: $430 (U.S.)
Focu.s on the Family is avail-
able in a series of seven lift '-
changing fi lms:
Film 1 The Stnmg-Mllcd Ohild
(63 minutes)
Film 2 Shaping The \flill V/ittuwt
Breuking Thc Spirir
(60 minutes)
Film 3 Christiwt Ftrtherhrg
(61 minutes)
Film 4 Prepanng frv Atloles"
cence:The ()rrpns rf Self
Doubr (50 minutes)
Film 5 Prcparingfu Acloles-
cence: Peer Pressure and
Sennlity (48 rninutes)
Film 6 What Wives Wi.sh Thcir
Hushands Knew Ahout
Wmen: The Lrnwly
Httusewife (49 rninutes)
Film 7 What Wiues \Yish Their
Huslrunds Knew About
Women, Money, Sex, ani
ChikJren (33 minutes)
RenralFee:  $395 (U.S.)
At first the Gablers objected to the
lack of patriotism in textbooks. Today they
also oppose texts that support anti-
Christian bias, while extending cordiality
to occult and Eastern religions, among
other things.
They are willing to share the lessons
they have learned with everyone who is
interested. They warn of the growing
trend toward Humanism in textbooks at
every grade level and in various subjects
throughout the public school curriculum.
Unfortunately, many Christian schools also
use these same texts.
The Gablers' work is nonprofit. There
is no set charge for most of their printed
material, and any money received sup-
ports their ministry. Most of their finan-
cial support comes as $10 and $20
contributions from concerned parents in
all 50 states and many foreign countries.
In addition to textbook reviews, they
offer handbooks of current information on
special topics. One handbook deals with
the legal rights of parents in their chil-
dren's education. Another examines
Humanism in textbooks, which they label
"secular religion in the classroom."
Their resume emphasizes the nature
of their work: "The Gablers are dedicated
Christians, working without monetary gain
toward the goal of providing the best pos-
sible school textbooks for the children of
today because tomorrow's leaders become
what they are taught."
And what they are being taught is
heavily humanistic, the Gablers show, with
many textbooks minimizing the accom-
plishments of American patriots and under-
cutting Judeo-Christian values.
Perhaps their effort would not have
made such an impact in some other part
of the country, but Texas is the largest
single purchaser of textbooks. For that
reason many publishers "test" their
products there.
Of greatest concern to the Gablers are
textbooks containing humanistic principles
dealing with "evolution, self-authority, sit-
uation ethics, distorted realism, sexual
permissiveness, anti-biblical bias, anti-free
enterprise, one-world government, and
death education."
One would think that the presentation
of such subjects would leap out at the
reader, but Mel Gabler insists otherwise.
"Most of the books sound so natural, so
normal. Only a small percentage of their
Humanism is blatant," he says.
The Gablers find home economics
books, history texts, and literature anthol-
ogies the most troublesome.
The Goblers
obiect to
fhe lqck of
potriotism
in textbooks.
They olso
oppose
texts fhqt
support
onti-Chrisfion
bios, while
extending
cordiolity
to occult
ond Eosfern
religions.
continued on page 44
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Throwqwsy
Kids
Unloved and unwanted, they need to be recycled,
by Angela Elwell Hunt MosJ throweways
have been neglected,
rejected, or abased,
Many have been
kicked out
and Jold neYer
to return,
The average age for a throwaway
is 17 for boys, 15 for girls. More than
half of all throwaways come from
households where one or both
parents are alcoholics.
Rev. Bruce Ritter runs Covenant
House, a center for homeless
teenagers with shelters in New York
City, Toronto, Fort lauderdale, and
Guatemala. According to a survey of
the kids who have found shelter at
Covenant House:
o 73 percent were beaten at
home.
o 38 percent (boys) and 73 per-
cent (girls) had been sexually abused.
o 31 percent came from single-
parent families.
. 61 percent had been suspended
or expelled from school.
o 69 percent said religion had no
importance at home.
. 28 percent had been away from
home less than one month.
. 46 percent had run away from
home more than three times.
While a professor of theology and
chaplain at Manhattan College, Ritter
preached a sermon designed to
challenge his students to become
more involved in the work of the
church. At the conclusion of the
sermon, the president of the student
body stood up and turned the
ifteen-year-old Maria was one
of the fortunate ones. She had
mn away from her home in
rural Pennsylvania to the streets of
New York City. When she arrived at
the bus terminal, a niceJooking
man noticed her forlorn expression
and bought her lunch. He offered to
find her a place to stay, and she
warmed to his interest and concern-
two things she had never felt at
home.
The man promised to find her ajob. She hesitated when she realized
he had pornographic movies in mind,
then agreed. No one else cared. Why
should she? Within a month she was
a prostitute, living on the street.
Months after her arrival in New
York City, Maria met another man.
He didn't try to buy or sell her-he
simply told her about Jesus Christ.
She broke into tears and quietly
sobbed, "I need to go home." A
local pastor asked one of his church
members to drive Maria back to her
home in Pennsylvania.
Maria survived the streets long
enough to turn her life around and go
home. But many kids on the streets
of our cities are not so fortunate.
They are "throwaways." They don't
have a home anywhere. Most throw-
aways have been neglected, rejected,
or abused. Many have been kicked out
and told never to return. One boy ran
away and later returned home with ear-
rings and a punk haircut. His parents
were horrified and asked him to leave,
lest he influence his young siblings.
Most experts estimate that 500,000
throwaways live on the streets of the
United States. The federal Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention puts the figure for missing
children as high as 2.4 million.
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challenge back to Ritter-to practice
what he preached. Ritter accepted.
The next week he resigned and
moved down to the East Village.
One morning at two o'clock some
kids who had been forced to make a
porn film knocked on Ritter's door.
He let them in out of the snowstorm,
and they stayed for several days.
Ritter realized the urgent need for a
shelter. Covenant House was born.
Tom Mahairas, pastor of the
Manhattan Bible Church in New York
City, shares Ritter's concern for
street kids. "Many people have great
compassion ministries," says
Mahairas. "Fundamentalist, Bible-
teaching churches need to be doing
the same thing.
"We have a drug rehabilitation
center for unwanted kids. The judges
turn them over to us, and we put
them through a one-year program. It
costs our church $100,000 a year just
to feed those 30 kids. I wish we
could do more."
Mahairas adds that Fundamen-
talists have a responsibility to meet
the spiritual needs of these young
people. "Most church people would
think the kids are the government's
problem," says Mahairas. "But we
need to get out from behind our glass
cathedrals and our pulpits and see
that the gospel is more than preach-
ing the truth-it is truth wrapped up
in real life experience. The gospel
message has to be implemented in
our lifestyle and manner.
"[,ook at the story of the Good
Samaritan. The priest and the l.evite,
who were supposed to be involved in
a healing ministry just walked away
from the problem. We need to recog-
nize the problem-get the facts, the
statistics. Then we need to go to the
problem and deal with it personally.
The Good Samaritan loved a total
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stranger and became personally
responsible for meeting that injured
man's needs, paying his bill with
money from his own pocket. We could
be winning hundreds of thousands of
these young people to Christ if only
there were more people to care."
What sort of life can a throwaway
kid expect on the street? Mahairas
compares it to the story of the
Prodigal Son. "There's a time when
they have money from Mom and
Dad-whether it was given to them
or stolen. The kid goes to a far
country. People don't like to sin in
sight of the people they know. They
go to the city so they can lose them-
selves in the crowd.
"Who's going to give them a job?
They can't get an apartment-in New
York a couple of months' rent and a
security deposit will cost around
$1,500-and they need a place to
sleep. They are going to be picked up
by a pimp or begin prostituting on
their own. The pimps or the X-rated
movie exploiters will go after them.
They are leeches; bloodsuckers who
see a potential virgin youth and latch
on and suck as much life as they can
before they throw the kid away. A kid
on the streets can expect to be in-
volved in drug addiction, pornography,
prostitution, gangs, and stealing.
Initially, it is exciting, but quickly leaves
a person eating from a garbage can."
Statistics show that throwaways
often become criminals within two to
six weeks after leaving home. Street
kids suffer from psychological
disorders-66 percent of the girls and
40 percent of the boys questioned in
one study had attempted or consi-
dered suicide. Seventy percent had
used some form of drugs or alcohol.
Nearly 75 percent had engaged in
intercourse. One-third of the girls had
been pregnant at least once. Illness is
rampant on the streets. Kids suffer from
various venereal diseases, infections,
decaying teeth, colds, malnutrition,
and they are threatened by AIDS.
Even when a teenager enters the
protection of a shelter there is no
guarantee of his future. "We save
about one-third of the kids who come
in here," Ritter told Kenneth Clark of
the Chicago Tiibune. "For the rest,
their options are very limited. They'll
go to jail or they'll die young, usually
from alcoholism, by the time they're
30. You can't live on the street a long
time. Three months is a very long
time. Six months is literally forever,
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and in a year it's over. After a year,
for all practical purposes, a kid will
not turn around.
"What happens on the street hap-
pens quickly. The distortion of the
personality is so profound that it
really is irreversible. So many rotten
things happen to kids on the street
that they lose permanently the ability
to relate to anybody else on any pro-
foundly human level. They lose any
sense of understanding of what in-
timacy means or the ability to achieve
intimacy. After you've been bought
and sold a thousand times, you really
can't value yourself very much. You
can't wash that away with a shower
or a couple of weeks' vacation."
Throwaways who have spent ex-
tended time on the streets have a
difficult time entering a shelter.
Addicted to the anarchy of the street,
they resent even slight restrictions or
curfews. They develop a street
"family," forming attachments to
other street kids, who are stronger
than anyone they have known in the
past. They live in sewers, bus
stations, condemned buildings,
tunnels. They eat from dumpsters
and garbage cans. They are the help-
Iess prey of muggers and rapists.
They steal from the unwary to get
the money they need.
Steve lived on the streets and had
been using angel dust for seven
years. Reuben lived in a hole-in-the-
wall, a rat-infested room he rented
from week to week. They were drug
addicts. "Each had a poor self-image
and needed a lot of love," says
Mahairas. "But they went through
our drug rehab and then the Word of
Life one-year program. Now Reuben
is working full time to help other
kids, and Steve plans to come and
work with us after he finishes at
Word of Life."
There is hope for throwaways.
But these homeless, unloved kids
need more than lip service, more
than one night's lodging or a new
suit of clothes. They need job train-
ing. They need an adult they can
trust. They need unconditional love.
But most of all, they need to know
the Saviour. He is the only One who
can break through the hardness of life
on the streets.
What can one individual do to
help?
Vigorously and vocally support the
efforts of local law enforcement agen-
cies to eradicate child exploitation in
your community. Consider opening
your home as a foster home to chil-
dren whose families have abandoned
them.
Support stores that refuse to sell
pornographic magazines. Do not shop
where pornography is sold. In both
cases, let the store managers know of
your position.
Consider donating your time and
money to an inner-city ministry that
reaches these throwaways of our
society.
Educate your children about
the dangers runaways face. Teach
them about appropriate and in-
appropriate signs of affection from
other adults. Let them know they
should never be afraid to discuss
anything with you.
Most importantly, provide your
children with a stable, loving home
where abiding by the principles of
God's Word is a way of life. I
Children
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Destination Unknown
by Angela Elwell Hunt
ow do you talk to a teenager
whose ambition in life is to
be out of reach? It isn't easy.
Runaways don't have telephones, and
they don't advertise their where-
abouts.
Listen to two girls from Children
of the Night, a Hollywood organiza-
tion whose purpose is to get teenage
prostitutes off the street, and to the
story of Tom, a 12-year-old runaway
in Miami, Florida.
Tom
Tom was only 12 years old when
he ran away the first time. After hid-
ing out at a friend's house for two
weeks, he was discovered. Such a
violent fight ensued that the police
thought it best to entrust the boy to
the care of The Miami Bridge, a
shelter for runaways and children
removed from their homes due to
abuse or neglect.
Tom's mother had been married to
a man who abused Tom and his other
siblings for two years. His mother
divorced the man. When her new,
stricter boyfriend began living with
the family, Tom decided it was best
to run away. He was afraid of being
abused again.
The family began to receive coun-
seling. Tom was returned home but
ran away before the family's counsel-
ing was completed. He ran back to
the Bridge, but could not find happi-
ness anywhere. Four times he ran
from even the caring adults at the
shelter. The last time he was
returned to the shelter, the authori-
ties there could find no trace of his
mother. She had simply vanished,
leaving her wandering son to his own
fate.
September 1987 31
Tom is now on the streets some-
where, doing almost anything to
survive. Sunny McEuen, a counselor
at The Miami Bridge, reports that
many of the teenagers she counsels,
male and female, have resorted to
prostitution. "Others are good at get-
ting people to give them money. Tom,
for instance, was once standing out in
the rain when he met a man who
listened to his story about how no
one loved him and no one wanted
him. The man gave him money and
even visited him several times at the
shelter." A lot of young people hang
out at truck stops, making friends
with the truckers or resorting to
prostitution in return for a ride out of
town.
Macey, a runaway.
"What name would you like to
use?"
"Just call me Macey."
"OK, Macey. How long have you
been gone from home?"
"Eighteen months."
32 Fundamental istJournal
She left her home in the western
United States and made it to New
York City courtesy of a grandmother
and a hastily purchased bus ticket.
After New York she hitchhiked to
Lrizona to visit her brother, then
she hitchhiked to Hollywood. Why
Hollywood? "It just seemed the
thing to do-everyone's going to
Hollywood."
"Why did you leave home?"
"Me and my stepfather didn't get
along. He would get mad and hit me
in the face. So I left."
Macey had endured seven years
with her rough stepfather, but at 15
she left. Her parents know where she
is, though. She gives her mother an
occasional phone call. "I don't have
nothing against her."
Somehow it seemed immodest o
ask such a confident young lady if she
had ever worked as a prostitute, so I
simply asked, "How do you support
yourself?' '
"Oh, I get odd jobs or stay with
friends. I'm living now with a friend,
but if Children of the Night had a
shelter, I'd stay there.'
What has Children of the Night
done for Macey? "They paid my
tuition, so I could get my high school
diploma. And they've helped me get
my life organized and decide what I
want to do with myself. I want to
possibly be a beautician or a nurse.
I'm trying now to get into beauty
school."
"Was your home a religious
home?"
Her voice became at once flat and
angry. "I was forced to go to the
Mormon church, and I am a Catholic.
I hated it."
"Macey, as you were hitchhiking
across the country did anyone ever
tell you that Jesus Christ loves you?
Did anyone ever offer to help you find
a place and get a job?"
"Yes." She laughed. "That hap-
pened in almost every town I stopped
in."
"Do you go to church now?"
"I go to Mass sometimes."
"What advice would you give to
parents whose kids are still at
home?"
"Stand by your kids' side." Her
voice grew softer. "Don't try to run
their lives. Don't let them do any-
thing they want to do, but be willing
to sometimes trust their judgment.
Tblk to them about problems, but
don't boss and hit them. I think kids
need to be shown more love than
they are shown."
Would she ever go back home?
t t N o . t t
Angel, a throwaway.
Angel is 17 and has been away
from her home in a large city for over
a year. Why did she leave?
"My family disowned me. I was in
trouble and they kicked me out."
"Were you pregnant?"
"No. I stayed out and didn't listen
to them, so they told me to get out."
Angel went straight to Hollywood,
hitchhiking the entire distance. "Was
hitchhiking scary?"
"Yes."
"Did anyone ever try to hurt you
or take advantage of you?"
"Yes." Her voice was so low I
could barely hear her.
"Did anyone ever rape you?"
"Three times."
"Why did you want to go to
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Which One ls the Good Guy?
by William J. Allen
beady-eyed little publican
darted through the corridors of
the great temple, his shifting
eyes taking in all the people. Guilt,
stress, and concern were etched on his
face. Somehow he had to find relief from
his great burden.
How could he, of all people, approach
the holy God of Israel? True, he was an
Israelite, but most Jews would hate to
acknowledge that about him. Yes, God
was merciful, but even His mercy must
have limits.
This strange parable of Jesus is
recorded in Luke 18:9-14. Let's con-
tinue peering into the scene.
A publican was perhaps the most
despised of any Jew. He sold himself to
the oppressor for sordid cain. A publican
paid the Roman occupiers for the fran-
chise of collecting Roman taxes from the
subjectJews. To win his post he guaran-
teed to turn a certain sum over to Rome.
He made his money by collecting more
than that, in any way he could. He was
a traitor and often an extortioner
and cheat as well. Small wonder the pub-
licans were hated men.
Uncertain, he looked about to ob-
serve how the others were praying. In
the center of the court he spotted a
splendid example of a man in an attitude
of prayer, obviously a Pharisee. Edging
closer, he tuned a careful ear to the
Pharisee's prayers, hoping to gain some
valuable insight on how to approach God.
Men cast quick, admiring lances at
this impressive Pharisee, secretly enq'-
ing his separated and godly life. The
Pharisee himsslf lselized his high station
and calling. After all, he was one of that
exclusive band committed to absolute,
unswerving observance of all the laws of
God and of tradition.
Gathering his robes about him, he
stood erect and prayed "with himself."
He gave thanks to God, as a godly man
should, for His blessings upon him.
Thankfully, he was not like other men,
profaned and profane, busily engaged in
all sorts of sordid law-breaking, almost
as readily as they drew breath.
Catching a glimpse of the pathetic
publican, creeping ever closer to him, he
A orrbted heart
never stns
in praying to God
for mercy,
A proud heart never asks
the almighty God
for mercy,
raised his voice to especially thank God
that he was not like that weasel. That
would take care of the impudent fellow!
He thought again. Perhaps this pub-
lican could grasp something of his putrid
life by comparing it with that of a good
Pharisee. So, raising his voice several
decibels, he reminded God that he
actually went beyond even pharisaic
standards for fasting.
All Israelites were to fast once a year
at the Day of Atonement. Through the
years the Pharisees had added many
more fast days to their schedule. But
this man went beyond even that, fast-
ing twice a week. How religious can one
become?
As an added salvo, the Pharisee
pointed out that he was also a great
giver. He tithed of everything he had,
though the law did not require it. "Take
that, you dirty thief!" he thought, con-
fident the publican was hanging on his
every word.
A few of the praying faithful grasped
something of the irony of the charade
occurring near them. Snickers and sly
glances bounced around the court.
"That will teach the treacherous publi-
can. How dare he come tothis holyplace,
just as respectable God-fearing people
do? Good for you, Mr. Pharisee!"
Abashed, the publican did not dare to
try to emulate the great teacher and man
of God. Unable to stand erect and look
to God in heaven, he slunk back into the
shadows and beat his breast with a piti-
ful sob. He could not orav. With a
strangled, anguished cry he moaned to
the ground, "God, be merciful to me a
sinner. " What else could he say? There
it was. He was a terrible sinner. He had
nothing to offer God. He could not even
attempt to bargain. His only hope was
that God in His holy majesty might
somehow show him a crumb of un-
deserved mercy.
Those observing that remarkable
scene, seeing the dramatic contrast
between the holy man and the unholy
man, would never learn the outcome of
the story. But how could there be any
doubt as to God's choice? The righ-
teous, orthodox Pharisee clearly stood
high in God's favor.
But they would have been wrong.
For Jesus said that the publican left with
a great burden lifted from his heart,
while the Pharisee smugly departed, un-
wittingly loaded with his weighty self-
righteousness. Why? "A broken and a
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not
despise" (Ps. 51:17). A humbled heart
never sins in praying to God for mercy.
A proud heart never asks the almighty
God for mercy.
We have no problem deciding against
the Pharisee of the parable. But if he ap-
peared today, he would probably be clas-
sified as a good, religious, God-fearing
man in many of our congregations.
Provided, of course, he did not wear the
label "Pharisee." But how many
Pharisees carry a sign to identify them-
selves? If we could ignore the epithet we
might easily fall over ourselves to en-
courage him to come to our church.
After all, how many newcomers to
our churches can quote the Scriptures
so remarkably, pray so eloquently, and
give so generously? How many are so
obviously comfortable in religious
surroundings and exhibit such crystal-
clear orthodoxy? How many appear
immediately qualified to be an elder or
deacon?
Which man would be more welcome
in our churches? Could this be the warn-
ingJames had in mind in chapter 2 of his
epistle? Perhaps we can learn from
Christ to look more at a man's spirit than
at his religious appearance or his general
credentials.
Whv are so manv of our churches
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filled with "good folks, " but apparently
not often frequented by ' 'reprobates' ' ?
How can we reach people who are
deeply scarred by their sin? How can we
share the love of God in Christ Jesus if
our church programs keep us from con-
tact with the Matthews, the Mary
Magdalenes, and the Zacchaeuses of this
world? What benefit would such a man
as this publican find in our "potlucks,"
our skiing programs, our bowling and
softball leagues? Would he really
be welcome?
Perhaps we need to rethink our per-
sonal activities, our church programs and
procedures. What resemblance do our
church activities and programs have to
the earthly ministry of Christ? Of the
apostles? Our programs are not evil or
wrong. We do not have to spend all our
time in earnest search for and discussion
with the publicans of this world. And
Pharisees also need Christ and fellow-
ship with other Christians. Neither
should be courted or excluded in
preference to the other.
Who are we trying to reach?
I William J. Allen is president
of BRIDGE Associates in Bristol, Con-
necticut. He holds a Th.M. from Dallas
Theological Seminary, Dallas, Texas.
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Iornelius Van Til, for 43 years
professor of apologetics at
Westminster Theological Sem-
inary in Philadelphia, and emeritus
professor there since his retirement in
7972, died at 91 on April 17, 1987.
Van Til placed Jesus Christ in His
kingship at the center of life and thought.
Everything must center onJesus Christ,
not only in the church but also in the
home, the school, the marketplace, the
realm of politics-indeed, in all of society.
He was fond of quoting Abraham Kulper's
saying, "There is not one inch of life
about which Christ does not say, 'It is
mine.' " In his teaching and in his writ-
ing he came with the bold claim that one
cannot do anything properly apart from
the light that is in Christ Jesus. Van Til
is significant for having carried on this
radically Christian tradition.
He was born on May 3, 1895, in
Grootegast, he Netherlands. He was the
Cornelius Van Til
sixth son of Ite and Klazina Van Til, who
emigrated to the United States when
"Kees," as he was known to friends, was
10. He grew up helping on the family farm
in Highland, Indiana. He went on to
receive an advanced education when he
saw the need to meet unbelief on its own
ground and in the most thorough terms.
Years later he said, "Study was not easy
t t 
Tn, self-attesting
Christ of Scripture
has always been
ny starting point
for everything
for me. Having grown up on the farm I
was used to weeding onions and carrots
and cabbages. It was hard to adjust to
classroom work; I had labored physically
and my body was aching for that." He
was married to Rena Klooster in 1925
and they had one son and a grand-
daughter.
Van Til was graduated from Calvin
College, Princeton Theological Seminary,
and Princeton University. He held an
hononry professorship at the University
of Debrecen, Hungary, in 1938; the
Th.D. (honoris causa) from the Univer-
sity of Potchefstroom, South Africa; and
the D.D. from Reformed Episcopal Semi-
nary Philadelphia. He was professor of
apologetics at Westminster from 1929 to
1972.
In Cornelius Van Til, Westminster
Theological Seminary had one of its most
famous and inlluential faculty members.
This itself is a measure of Van Til's
Single-mindedly and Single-heartedly Christ's
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I have said."
kingship at the center of life and thought.
Everything must center onJesus Christ,
not only in the church but also in the
home, the school, the marketplace, the
realm of politics-indeed, in all of society.
He was fond of quoting Abraham Kuyper's
saying, "There is not one inch of life
about which Christ does not say, 'It is
mine.' " In his teaching and in his writ-
ing he came with the bold claim that one
cannot do anything properly apart from
the light that is in Christ Jesus. Van Til
is significant for having carried on this
radically Christian tradition.
His significance is also measured in
the fact that he took this tmdition and ap-
plied it to Christian apologetics, the sys-
tematic defense of the Christian faith. To
defend the citadel of Christianity, Van Til
said, one does not have to leave its walls
and make a truce with the enemy. One
must defend Christianity while remain-
ing solidly entrenched within Christianity.
Indeed, Van Til shared the concern for
a society built on Christian principles.
One does not understand the sig-
nificance of Van Til unless he sees him
in his rejection of all compromise with the
wisdom of the world, as that wisdom has
set itself up against the wisdom that is
in Christ, and in the frontal assault on the
armies of unbelief that made him the
warrior that he was.
He had difficulty in relating to those
who did not agree with him. He shied
back from bringing his ideas into the
forum for quiet discussion. But this is not
the portrait of the man. The portrait is
of a man who humbly trusted in Christ
for forgiveness of his sins, who in the
name of Christ gave attention to the
little as well as the great, who visited the
sick, who counseled those who were in
need, who sought every occasion to wit-
ness to the grace that is in ChristJesus.
Van Til reveled in the message of the
Psalms, also as these were set to music
inthe Geneuan Psalter. He gloried in the
vision of the Book of Revelation of the
new heavens and the new earth. He
asked again and again to hear these
psalms and these prophecies of the com-
ing of the kingdom.
He was completely taken with the
opening question and answer of the
Heidelberg Catechism:
"What is your only comfort in fife and
in death?"
"That I, with body and soul, both in
life and in death, am not my o\ /n, but be-
long to my faithful savior Jesus Christ,
who with his precious blood has fully
satisfied for all my sins, and redeemed
me from all the power of the devil; and
so preserves me that without the will of
my Father in heaven not a hair can fall
from my head; yea, that all things must
work together for my salvation. Where-
fore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures
me of eternal life, and makes me heartily
willing and ready henceforth to live unto
him."
At the most fundamental level, that
was the message of Cornelius Van Til.
He saw his work in apologetics and the-
ology as a form of preaching, preaching
that wonderful, warm, comforting
gospel. In presenting his ideas, especially
in popular settings, he often reverted to
something more like preaching than like
teaching. Not that he was at all hesitant
to bring philosophical issues before his
audiences. He spoke readily of Aristotle
and Aquinas, of Kant and Hegel, of Barth
and Brunner; but often in the same lec-
ture of Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham,
and David, and of his faithful Saviour
Jesus Christ. "The self-attesting Christ
of Scripture," he wrote, "has always
been my starting point for everything I
have said."
One does not understand Van Til in
his significance who does not realize that
true religion is the service of God with
all one's heart, in the place and within
the circumstances where God has placed
us. In Van Til we have had a man ofgreat
accomplishments; but the greatness of
the man must be observed. first of all.
in the fact that he did everything in hum-
ble devotion to Christ. He attempted to
do the things that were most important.
We must understand this to mean that he
did not first do those things that would
add to his own importance, but that he
did the things that were important for the
kingdom of God.
Van Til's system of apologetics, in-
deed his philosophy of being, knowledge,
and value, had as its goal nothing more
or less than to honor his faithful Saviour,
the self-attesting Christ of Scripture.
He viewed his accomplishments as
worthless apart from a humble depen-
dence on Christ and on His grace.
Thus as we remember the apologist,
we are inevitably driven to worship his
Lord.
I Compiled from a Westminster news
release and remarks gven by Robert D.
Knudsen andJohn M. Frame at Westmin-
ster's memorial service for Cornelius
Van Til.
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ofty-five years ago,
Chester, Pennsylvania,
was a shipbuilding boom
town, fuIl of hope for a
prosperous funre. Tom
Torosian was a kid wittr-
out direction, hanging out
on a Bronx street comer.
Todav. Chester is the
second poorest city of its size in ttre country.
One-third ofall homes are abandoned. 30%
of its people are unemployed. One in four
lives in poverty. And hope is as hard to
come by as a decent job.
But hope is what it's all about at
Chester's Fast Side Ministries, where
Tom Torosian, now a minister, is the catalyst
for positive action.
An abandoned chtuch becomes a
beacon of inspiration
In 1985, Reverend Tbm, as he's known
to his neighbors, and his wife Pat moved
inlo this embatded community. They
reopened a mammoth, two-suory church in
sad disrepair, once proud home to a con-
gegation of 3,@0.
Nowadays on Sunday momings, only a
handful of people attend worship service.
But Reverend lbm has much more than
preaching on his agenda. He spearheads a
revolutionary ministry of education and
action-oriented projects that offer hope
where none existed for decades.
Building a foundation for a better
standard of living
The cennry-old church is now home to
several nonprofit commni[u -development
and gassroots political action goups,
including a voter registration organization
that has s@ed neady 10,000 new voters in
two years. The only library on the east side
of town is housed on the second floor of the
church. And a lree food and clothing bank
serves more than 2,@0 people every
month. Reverend Tbm's passion and
optimism help keep each of these projects
energyed.
The ministry that excites lbm and Pat
the most is Shalom Place. This is their school
for the arts that brings neighborhood kids off
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the streets and hto a new wodd of music,
dance and unlimited inspiration. For it is
with the children that new hooe can
blossom and flourish.
Reverend Tom isn't bringng the love of
Cfuist to Chester; it has always been there.
FIe's jnst helping put that love to work.
His liturgr is hope. And his compassion
and his faith are what keep him going in the
face of all adversities.
Bettering a minister's standard
of living, too
Reverend Tom lives with one fact of life
shared by most ministers. While the
spiriual rewards are great, a minister's pay
and standard of living are below the level of
those with comparable ducation and pro-
fessional training.
That's why a group of dedicated Cluis-
tians started the Presbyterian Ministers'
Fund back n 1717. They recognized the
need to offer sound financial counsel to the
clergr and their families. And today, clergz
of all faiths and others who serve the
religious community can tum to a colleague
lor some good advice.
After 270yeNs, we're still committed to
this seMce. And like Reverend Tom, we're
spending our own energr creating new
ways to help people have more control over
their lives, more hope for the funre.
Not only in Chester, Pennyslvania, but
everywhere touched by the gace of God.
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Presbyterian Ministers' Rrnd
lnsurance and Financial Services since 1717.
We share your passion and commitrnent
to service.
For aJire poster-size repint of this anicb;
orJbr l4fomation about any P,l4F prducs or
scrvices, ptcase wite to us at 18Og Walnut Street,
Phlladelphia, PA 19103. Or ca| @(n) 523-4810,
80O 462-4950 in PA.
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All-Christian Cruises
Crulse
No, Depart Retum D€st.
1 Each month
2 1),9 87 17.73.87
3  1 4 8 8  1 - 8 8 8
4  1 1 1 8 8  i 1 5 8 8
5 118-88 122.88
6 1-25-88 1.29.88
7  2 1 8 8  2 5 8 8
8  3 , 7 8 8  3 1 1 8 8
9 620.88  62488
r0 7 22,88 7.29.88
ll 1990 12 days
Israel Various
Bahamas MandrellSisters
Bahamas Dr. Charles Stanley
Bahamas Adrian Rogers &
Bailey Smith
Bahamas D. James Kennedy
Bahamas Charles Fuller
ano orners
Bahamas Bob Gray, Tom Hayes,
an0 olners
Bahamas CharlesSlanley
and olners
Bahamas 6 Gospel Sing Groups
Alaska Charles Stanley
Oberammergau and Europe
Eight  in the morning t i l l  midnight-
preaching, teaching, singing. Eight gourmet
meals daily. Ashore at 3 islands. Many music
groups; all-day services and Christian enter-
tainm€nt. Send pastor and his wife. In the
past, all tours have sold out 2 to 3 months
before departure.
For detailed brochure contact:
Joe Hall
3711 Swansea Drive
Mobile, Alabama 36608
Phone: 205-342-2597
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Scrlpfu ro Rrliromr System I
filore lhan I 800 0l the mosl powerlui Scripture passages gathered in
this impressive 0uicl and Poworlul "0n-lhs-Spot' Rsl0r6nco
Syslem a tola 0l 500 pagesl (Al passages clearly printed in readabie
tvoe.i
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'Anxlety, Backsliding, Bitler, Bus ness Failure Cr sis, Discorraged,
Fear, Going From Bad t0 Worse, Lonely, Sick, Sinned, SotroMul,
Templati0r, T 0ubie Wotried and many m0re.
tAbortion, Adultery, Alcohol, Cults, Drugs, Fornication,
Peryersion, Pornography, Smoking, Sleeplessness,
s, j9i91 Gc'Dl ULOp lALrlM E eF.
Maxarl Publishe6 olrtor Depl. FM9 
"lnstant
P.0. Bor il94, laguna Hills, CA 92653 SCriptUre
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Why I Believe in God
by Cornelius Van Til
Tnt Bihte
became for me,
in all its parts,
ou have on occasion asked your-
self whether death ends all. Is
there anything at all, you ask
yourself, to the idea of a judgment after
death? Am I quite sure, you say, that
there is not? How do I know that there
is no God?
So when I suggest that you spend a
Sunday afternoon with me discussing my
reasons for believing in God, I have the
feeling that you are basically interested
in what I am proposing for discussion.
Perhaps you think that the only real
reason I have for believing in God is that
I was taught to do so in my early days.
I don't deny that I was taught to believe
in God when I was a child, but I do
affirm that since I have grown up I have
heard a pretty full statement of the
argument against belief in God. And
after having heard that argument I am
more than ever ready to believe in God.
I propose to argue that unless God is
back of everything, you cannot find
meaning in anything. I cannot even
argue for belief in Him, without already
having taken Him for granted. And simi-
larly I contend that you cannclt argue
against belief in Him unless you also first
take Him for granted. Arguing about
God's existence, I hold, is like arguing
about air. You may affirm that air exists,
and I that it does not. But as we debate
the point, we are both breathing air all
the time.
We are frequently told that much in
our life depends on "the accident of
birth." You were born. I am told. in
Washington, DC, under the shadow of
the White House. Well, I was born in a
little thatched roof house with a cow barn
attached, in Holland. You wore "silver
slippers" and I wore wooden shoes.
Both of us were born in the midst and
under the influence of "Christian civili-
zaliot." We shall limit our discussion,
then, to the "God of Christianity." I
believe, while you do not believe or are
not sure that you do believe, in this par-
in every syllable,
the very Word of God.
I learned
that I must believe
the Scripture story,
and that "faith"
was a gift of God.
ticular kind of God. That will give point
to our discussion. For surely there is no
sense in talking about the existence of
God, without knowing what kind of God
it is who may or may not exist.
If you really do not believe in God,
then you naturally do not believe that you
are His creature. I, on the other hand,
who do believe in God also believe,
naturally, that whatever you yourself may
think, you really are His creature. And
surely it is reasonable for God's creature
to believe in God. So I can only under'
take to show that, even ifit does not ap-
pear reasonable /o you, it is reasonable
for you to believe in God.
I see you are getting excited. You
realize that if you are to change your be-
lief about God, you will also have to
change your belief about yourself. And
you are not quite ready for that. Well, you
may leave if you desire. I certainly do not
wish to be impolite. I only thought hat
as an intelligent person you would be will-
ing to hear the "other side" ofthe ques-
tion. And after all I am not asking you
to agree with what I say. You might fol-
low my argument, just for argument's
sake.
Ours was not in any sense a pietistic
family. Though there were no tropical
showers of revivals, the relative humid-
ity was always very high. At every meal
the whole family was present. There was
a closing as well as an opening prayer,
and a chapter of the Bible was read each
time. The Bible was read through from
Genesis to Revelation. I do not claim that
I always fully understood the meaning of
it all. Yet of the total effect there can be
no doubt. The Bible became for me, in
all its parts, in every syllable, the very
Word of God. I learned that I must
believe the Scripture story, and that
"faith" was a gift of God. I was "condi-
tioned" in the most thorough fashion. I
could not help belieuing in God-in the
God of Christianity-in the God of the
whole Bible!
Living next to the Library of Con-
gress, you were not so restricted. Your
parents were very much enlightened in
their religious views. They read to you
from some Bible of the Woild instead of
from the Bible of Palestine. No. indeed.
you correct me, they did no such thing.
They did not want to trouble you about
religious matters in your early days. They
sought o cultivate the "open mind" in
their children.
Shall we say then that in my early life
I was conditioned to believe in God, while
you were left free to develop your own
judgment as you pleased? But that will
hardly do. You know as well as I that
every child is conditioned by its environ-
ment. You were as thoroughly condi-
tioned, not to believe in God as I was to
believe in God. So let us not call each
other names. If you want to say that be-
lief was poured down my throat, I shall
retort by saying that unbelief was poured
downyour throat. That will get us set for
our argument.
My parents sent me to a Christian
grade school. In it I learned that my be-
ing saved from sin and my belonging to
God made a difference for all that I knew
or did. I saw the power of God in nature
and His providence in the course of his-
tory. That gave the proper setting for my
salvation, which I had in Christ. In short,
the whole wide world that gradually
opened up for me through my schooling
was regarded as operating in its every
aspect under the direction of the all-
powerful and all-wise God whose child I
was through Christ. I was to learn to
think God's thoughts after Him in every
field of endeavor.
How different your early schooling
was! You went to a "neutral" school. As
your parents had done at home, so your
teachers now did at school. They taught
you to be "open-minded." God was not
brought into connection with your study
of nature or of history. You were trained
without bias all along the line.
Of course, you know better now. You
rea\ze that all that was purely imaginary.
To be "without bias" is only to have a
particular kind of.bias. The idea of ''neu-
trality" is simply a colorless suit that
covers a negative attitude toward God.
At least it ought to be plain that he who
is not for the God of Christianity is
against Him. You see, the God of Chris-
tianity makes such prodigious claims. He
says the whole world belongs to Him,
and that you are His creature, and as
such are to own up to that fact by honor-
ing Him whether you eat or drink or do
anything else. God says that you live, as
it were, on His estate. How then could
you be neutral with respect to such a
God? You deserve to live forever without
God if you do not own and glorify Him
as your Creator.
There you go again getting excited
once more. Sit down and calm yourself.
You are open-minded and neutral are you
not? After all I am only asking you to see
what is involved in the Christian concep-
tion of God. If the God of Christianity
exists, the evidence for His existence is
abundant and plain so that it is both un-
scientific and sinful not to believe in Him.
If the God of Christianity does exist, the
evidence for Him mustbe plain. And the
reason, therefore, why "everybody"
does not believe in Him must be that
"everybody" is blinded by sin. Every-
body wears colored glasses.
Not believing in God, we have seen,
you do not think yourself to be God's
creature. And not believing in God you
do not think the universe has been
created by God. That is to say, you think
of yourself and the world as just being
there. Now if you actually are God's crea-
ture, then your present attitude is very
unfair to Him, even an insult to Him. And
I
I f you want to say
that belief was poured
down ny throat, I shall
retort by saying that
unbelief was poured
having insulted God, His displeasure
rests upon you. God and you are not on
"speaking terms." And you have very
good reasons for trying to prove that He
does not exist. If He does exist, He will
punish you for your disregard of Him. You
are therefore wearing colored glasses.
You have as it were entered upon God's
estate and have had your picnics and
hunting parties there without asking His
permission. You have taken the grapes
of God's vineyard without paying Him
any rent, and you have insulted His
representatives who asked you for it.
One who rejects creation must logi-
cally also reject providence. If all things
are controlled by God's providence, we
are told, there can be nothing new and
history is but a puppet dance.
Of course I realize full well that you
do not pretend to create redwood trees
and elephants. But you do virtually as-
sert that redwood trees and elephants
cannot be created by God. You have
heard of the man who never wanted to
see or be a purple cow. Well, you have
virtually determined that you never will
see or be a created fact. With Sir Arthur
Eddington you say as it were, "What my
The
Perfect Gift
"God's Word"
We proaide the best quality Bibles
at the lowest possible prices -
guaranteed!
r Giant Print Bibles
. Presentation Bibles
o New Testaments
. Reference Study Bibles
. Family-Record Bibles
. Beautiful Bible Stories
o Bible Taoes
For free information and price list write to:
The Perfect Gift
1012 Rarnsgate Lane
Chesapeake, VA 23320
Also ask about our free Bible story offer.
down your throat,
September 1987 41
Employmenl
Opportunilies
HVAC SERVICE TECHNICAN.
Repoirs, services ond mqintqins
cil heoting, A/C equipment,
refrigerction, ond fuinqces. FulI
time with excellent benefits.
ELECTRICIAN. Experienced
commerciol electricion, Jour-
neymon or moster's iicense
desired (Superuisory exper-
ience o pius.) Full time with
excellent benefits.
DR MTING TECHMCTAN. Exper-
lence in engineeling qnd or.
chitecturql design desired.
Mechcrricql drcdting e:rperience
is necescnry, fulltime with excel-
lenl benelits
Send resume lol desired position to,
Old-Time Gospel Hour
Attn, Personnel Dept.
2O Longhome Roqd
Lynchburg, VA 24514
EOE
ONE OF THE HOTTEST I EMS IN THE
H(lUSING MARKET T(lDAY
EATURIilG:
. Round, Smooth Exlerior
o Round or (lptional Flal Inlerior
. Solid 8 in. Unilorm Logs
. New Conlemporary Styles
. Cuslom lhsigns Available
. Commercial Euilding Available
. Protected Territory
REOUIBEITIENTS:
-Purchase i4odel Home lrom $11,000 to $20,000
-l/eet 0ur High Standards -Desire lo Succeed
net can't catch isn't fish."
Nor do I pretend, of course, that once
you have been brought face-to-face with
this condition, you can change your atti-
tude. No more than the leopard can
change his spots can you change your at-
titude. You have cemented your colored
glasses to your face so firmly that you
cannot even take them off when you
sleep. Only the Great Physician through
His blood Atonement on the Cross and
by the gift of His Spirit can take those
colored glasses off and make you see
facts as they are, facts as evidence, as
inherently compelling evidence, for the
existence of God.
It ought to be pretty plain now what
sort of God I believe in. It is God, the All-
Conditioner. It is the God who created all
things, who by His providence conditioned
my youth, making me believe in Him, and
who in my later life by His grace still
makes me want to believe in Him. It is
the God who also controlled your youth
and so far has apparently not given you
His grace that you might believe in Him.
But now I see you want to go home.
And I do not blame you; the last bus
leaves at 12 o'clock. I should like to talk
again another time. I invite you to come
U nrcu God
is back of everything,
you cannot find meaning
in anything.
to dinner next Sunday. But I have pricked
your bubble, so perhaps you will not
come back. And yet perhaps you will.
That depends upon the Father's pleasure.
Deep down in your heart you know very
well that what I have said about you
is true.
Looking about me I see both order
and disorder in every dimension of life.
But I look at both of them in the light of
the Great Orderer Who is back of them.
I need not deny either of them in the in-
terest of optimism or in the interest of
pessimism. I see the strong men of
biology searching diligently through hill
and dale to prove that the creation doc-
trine is not true with respect to the
human body, only to return and admit
that the missing link is missing still. I see
the strong men of psychology search
deep and far into the subconsciousness,
child and animal consciousness, inorder
to prove that the creation and providence
doctrines are not true with respect o the
human soul, only to return and admit that
the gulf between human and animal in-
telligence is as great as ever. And yet I
find all these, though standing on their
heads, reporting much that is true. I
need only to turn their reports right side
up, making God instead of man the
center of it all. and I have a marvelous
display of the facts as God has intended
me to see them.
I shall not convert you at the end of
my argument. I think that argument is
sound. I hold that belief in God is not
merely as reasonable as other belief, or
even a little or infinitely more probably
true than other belief; I hold that unless
you believe in God you can logically be-
lieve in nothing else. But since I believe
in such a God, a God who has condi-
tioned you as well as me, I know that you
can reduce everything I have said this
afternoon and evening to the circular
meanderings of a hopeless authoritarian.
Well, my meanderings have, to be sure,
been circular; they have made everything
turn on God. So now I shall leave you
with Him, and with His mercy. I
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"These films are des-
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cause people today
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MacArthur, Jr. helps
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Value
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felt the films were
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Bill Crowder
Pastor O4en Bible
Babtist Church.
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Boosted
"The MacArthurfilms
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showed the films on
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Slothfulness continued from page 15
Prayer is the fatal enemy of sloth. Not
superficial praye4 "LDrd, please help me
to feel better," but intense prayer.
An early saint described sloth in one
of his writings. Sloth is speaking, and
says, "My adversaries are singing and
labor, but that which kills me outright is
prayer." When we turn to God with
fervent, heartfelt prayer, and ask Him to
give us victory, and then do something
ourselves, we will win the battle.
We are waiting and longing for the
kingdoms of this world to become the
kingdom of our l.ord and of His Christ.
We are in a world where the Devil is
determined that he will not give way. We
are called as partners ofJesus Christ to
be God's helpers in His work in the
world. What will we answer on that final
day when God asks, "What did you do?"
With the talent and opportunities God
has given us, we should be able to say,
"We have fought, and we have served,
and we have tried to become what we
could be." Then on that day of days, God
will say to us, "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant. . . . Enter thou into the
joy of thy lnrd."
I Robert L. Bast is a minister with the
Reformed Church in America.
Battling continued from page 27
Picking up a home economics book,
Gabler cites the text's definition of a
family as "a group of people in the same
house." Parents are defined as "anyone
who cares for and protects other people
and helps them grow and develop."
Both of these definitions subtly
change the traditional concept of a family
and parents. 3o16 n6snrlize homosexual
"couples."
History texts often "ignore patrio-
tism and censor the defects of Marxism
and Socialism, while stressing the
defects of free enterprise," Gabler adds.
Moreover, literature anthologies cater
to students' feelings and emotions and
neglect our many literary classics, Gabler
charges. He feels this is in large measure
a literacy problem, noting that more than
50 percent of American adults have seri-
ous reading problems, according to
statistics, and that this number increases
annually by 2.3 million.
Twenty-three states adopt textbooks
at the state level. The rest adopt them
at the local school district level. The
Gablers urge everyone to contact his
state Department of Education about the
textbook adoption process in his school
district or state. Get active early in your
state's annual textbook reviewing sea-
son. "It's always better to prevent bad
books from being adopted than to try to
get them replaced after they have been
adopted," Gabler explains.
Keep a positive attitude and a low
profile. Work within established textbook
adoption procedures. Your reasonable-
ness and cooperativeness will eventually
discredit your antagonists. Sometimes
you will be pleasantly surprised to find
local teachers and school board members
who agree with you. If not, form a
parents' group to build awareness and
support. Involvement in PIA may also
build bridges to educators. If there is a
chapter in your area, Phyllis Sclrlafly's
hardworking Eagle Forum is actively
interested in textbooks and would be a
valuable ally, Gabler says.
Go one-on-one with iniluential ocal
educators or school board members be-
fore the textbook adoption meeting.
Show them specifically objectionable pas-
sages. If they see nothing wrong with
one passage, move on to another, and
another. If you have prepared your case
they will soon be telling you how bad the
book is. This will make your job much
easier at the actual textbook adoption
meeting.
Remember the spiritual dimension.
"Textbook work takes prayer. It's a
spiritual battle," Gabler stresses.
Finally, be persistent. The Gablers
have learned that "nothing happens over-
night in education."
Mel Gabler is upbeat about the future
of textbook reform. "For the first time
in over a hundred yean, Judeo-Christians
have the initiative. Humanists know they
are on the defensive," he says. "Just be
sure you are prepared before you speak
up. Inattentiveness to detail will quickly
destroy your credibility."
Concerning the feminists' success in
changing the image of women in text-
books, Gabler says, "It's not depressing.
Much of it was justified. It's just that it
is overdone."
And he quickly adds, "If they can do
it, we can too."
The Gablers are living proof of this.
I Ann Wharton is assistant professor
of journalism at Liberty University,
Lynchburg, Virginia.
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Hoffird and jeanne Hendricks'know that closely knit families are
room, fullof humor and honesty.
Make surethat every couple in
your church has the opporruniry to see Helpl
Family IslJnraveling!
Contact your localMoody films distributor. Or call
toll-free for details: 1-800-BZL9I79 Mon.-Thur.l CA ts call LZI3-698-8256.
lqF, 12000 East \Tashington Blvd.,\flhittier, CA 90606
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NUCLEAR ARMS:
TWO VIEWS ON WORLD PEACE
by Myron S. Augsburger and
Dean C. Curry
This volume represents the first in a
series of symposiums covering Christian
positions on contemporary issues, pub-
lished by Word Books. The quality of this
contribution makes one eager for the
rest of the series. Here the conflicting
positions of Christian pacifism and of just
war are attractively and intelligently
presented. Each contributor has the op-
portunity to reply to the main arguments
of the other, and each position includes
annotated bibliography and notes to en-
courage further investigation.
Myron S. Augsburger, a Mennonite
minister and professor of theology,
presents the arguments for the position
of Christian pacifism. He presents bibli-
cal support for an interpretation of Scrip-
ture based on the concept of progressive
revelation. Hence the New Testament
commands of "lnve thy neighbor" and
"Tirrn the other cheek" supersede the
just war passages of the Old Testament.
Augsburger ejects the arguments for the
concept of just war, borrowing fromJona-
than Schell's The Fate of the Earth. Ltke
Schell, he believes that the quantitative
increase in destructive power implicit in
nuclear war results in a qualitative trans-
formation of war itself. While conceding
the possibility of a just war before 1945,
he feels that no postatomic war can be
justified. Augsburger attacks the national
security position of the Christian Right
on two grounds. He charges hypocrisy
since they oppose abortion of individual
fetuses while supporting measures that
would, he feels, result in the destruction
of all human life. He charges idolatry
since he feels the Right has put the pro-
tection of the state above the commands
of God.
Dean C. Curry professor of history
and political science at Messiah College,
supports the concept of just war. His bib-
lical argument is that the commandment
"Thou shalt not kill" refers to illegal
murder. To protect the community, the
Scriptures encourage society to execute
the violators, domestic and foreign, of
that divine ordinance. In his historical ar-
gument, Curry summarizes and supports
the just war concept of Augustine and
Aquinas, by presenting the Conservative
belief of "the wisdom of our ancestors."
Curry becomes most stimulating and
thought-provoking when he begins dis-
cussing the world of the present. Two ar-
guments predominate. First he notes that
modern totalitarian states have inflicted
more deaths on their own people than
were killed by all the wars of the century.
Hence one is most likely to be both "Red
and dead." Christian love and Christian
respect for the sanctity of life demands
the protection of peoples from the
totalitarian deathtraps. Curry relates this
to the writings of Reinhold and H.
Richard Niebuhr. While modern weapons
are amoral, the morality or immorality
lies in the objectives of the society that
employs them. Force can be checked
only by countervailing force. Democratic
societies are more moral than totalitarian
societies. In the words of H. Richard
Niebuhr, "The effort to make the peace
of the Kingdom of God into a simple
historical reality must inevitably result in
placing a premium upon sunender to
evil" (p. 109). (Word Books, 1982 185
pp., $14.95) Homer Blass
-
BOOKNOTES
TEACH AS HE TAUGHT
HOW TO APPLY JESUS'
TEACHING METHODS
by Robert G. Delnay
Tbach as He Taught is worth placing
alongside Horne's classic, Tbaching
Tbchni4ues ofJesus (Kregel Publications).
The primary difference is in Delnay's
more limited breadth and greater depth
on the topics selected. The audience is
basically the same-church lay workers
and pastors without educational training.
However, the principles are sufficiently
generalized that the Christian day school
teacher will find profit in the work.
The book is easy to read, although
the style of writing and the content de-
generate in the latter chapters. The first
six chapters offer the most content and
new ideas, with the following chapters
showing less intensity, description, and
fewer pages devoted to the ideas being
presented. The reader gets the feeling
that the author was either hurried to
finish the work or became tired of as-
sembling the information.
This could be well-used in teacher
training sessions for either church or day
school workers. (Moody Press, 1987,
128 pp., $5.95) John Donaldson
An excerpt from
NUCLEAR ARMS:
TWO VIEWS ON WORLD PEACE
During the past seventy years,
totalitarian regimes have killed more
people in the course of their "uto-
pias" than all the wars of this century
combined. As the cities of Dresden,
lbkyo, and Hiroshima stand as monu-
ments t0 the destruction of modern
warfare, so the names of Sblin, Mao,
and Pol Pot remind us of the unspeak-
able horrors. . . . The unprecedented
danger which we now face is that of
nuclear annihilation and totalitarian
slavery. . . . Our task is to find a way
to be "neither victims nor execu-
tioners." . . . The just war tradition
remains a relevant moral framework
for the Christian consideration of the
issues of war and peace, even in a
world of nuclear weapons. . . The
building of a more peaceful and just
world will only emerge from: (1) a
realistic understanding of the causes
of war in our world, (2) a credible mili-
tary deterrent, and (3) the strength-
ening of democratic values and
institutions throughout the world.
Democratic civilization is the first
in history to blame itself because
another power is trying to destroy
it. . . . Not only do democracies today
blame themselves for sins they have
not committed, but they have formed
the habit of judging themselves by
ideals so inaccessible that the defen-
dants of democracy are automatically
guilty.
46 Fundamental is tJournal
Broken families. Divided churches.
Rampant abortion. Teenage rebellion.
They're chipping away at the founda-
tions of our society And changing the
future for our children.
To ake on today's tough issues,
you need the best Christian coaching
you can get. That's why Moody
created the Contemporary Issues Series,
to strengthen families and churches in
the face of some strong opposition.
You'll hear from respected leaders
Iike Tohn MacArthur andChuck Colson.
Oniopics ranging from adultery to
abortion. Moody's Contemporary
Issues will challenge your mind-and
move you to action.
Look for the Moody Contempomy
Issues Series at your favorite bookstore.
Or call toll free 1-s00-621-7105 (in IL,
call collect 312-329-4166) for our free
c talogandalisting of local dealers.
And prepare your family to face a
changing world. \fith lasting answers.
CLASSROOMS IN CRISIS:
PARENTS' RIGHTS AND THE
PUBLIC SCHOOL
by Arnold Burron, John Eidsmoe,
and Dean Turner
Classrooms in Crisis is a how-to
book. The work is dedicated to helping
parents be effective interveners for their
children by providing them with legal
principles; by offering suggestions for
parent-teacher and parent-administration
conferences; by offering positive letter-
writing techniques; and by offering a
rationale for combating objectionable pro-
grams, classes, or classroom content. In
essence, this book takes a positive ap-
proach to minimizing a negative,
threatening approach to encounter with
public school officials. Unfortunately, the
title and choice of color imply a confron-
tational approach that does not follow
with the content.
The reader who chooses this work
will have a specific interest in encounters
between parents and their local schools.
The line spacing is narrow and the bind-
ing and paper are not the best quality.
These characteristics may be in keeping
with the author's admission that the
material will be rapidly outdated. In ad-
dition, the styles of format and presen-
tation are different. Some chapters
present evidence and make recommen-
dations while others make positive points
and weaken to opinion.
The work has value for the library of
parents and educators in public or private
schools who wish to have their concerns
heard by the governing body. (Accent
Books, 1986, 210 pp., $7.95) JD
SYSTEMIC
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
by Timothy Arthur Lines
Relying on his professional ex-
periences as social scientist, minister,
and educator, Lines offers "an attempt
to integrate religion and science in a way
that informs both and improves both" (p.
4). His systemic approach can be
described as an "organic interrelated-
ness and interdependence ofdynamic en-
tities incorporating the whole" (p. 9) of
issues pertinent to religious education.
Accordingly, his view rejects any position
of exclusivism or isolationism (including
Christian education) since such a struc-
ture, Lines claims, demonstrates an un-
healthy, closed system of thought and
perception.
Ironically, in his attempt to issue a
comprehensive statement concerning
perspective paradigms and worldviews of
his selected topic, the author consistently
omits Conserrrative theological represen-
tatives. This is reflected by his quartet
selection of religious educators Smart,
Miller, Lee, and Westerhoff in the first
and final chapters.
Given this philosophical bias,
Systemic Religious Education neverthe-
less provides a helpfirl overview of promi-
nent historical movements and literary
works that have influenced theology and
religious education in the past several de-
cades. In fact, this summary represents
the text's greatest contribution for
professionals in contemporary Christian
ministry. The substance of this well-
documented book should be contemplated
as yet another resource that encourages
leadership to know why they believe
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New at B.B.C.
Opportunities await the graduates of our new A.A.
degree program in secretarial studies. Learn Bible,
Theology, word processing, business communica-
t ions,  computer  appl icat ions,  account ing,  of f ice pro-
cedure,  and much more.
See why B.B.C. . . . ls The Place To Be.
for  more in format ion .  .
call 1-800-451-7664
. . , or write Baptisl Bible College,
538 Venard Road,  Clarks Summit ,  Pa.  1841 
Stud€nts acceptod rsgardless ot race, nationality. sthnic origin. sei or handicap
'Amn
& Seminary
STUDY GODSWORD
I
I
f n his latest book, The Bible Explorer's Guide, author John Phillipsgives those who have not had the privilege of a Bible school r
seminary education a mini-course in hermeneutics.
Because there can be great danger innot knowing how to interpret the
Scriptures properly, this book is a must
for Sunday school teachers, Bible study
leaders, and serious students.
This and other fine study aids
published byLoizeaux Brothers are
available at Christian bookstores
everywhere, or they can be ordered
directly from the publisher using the
address below.
To order your copy oJ The Eible
Explorer's Guide send $9.95 plus $1.50
for postage and handling. (N.J.
residents add 6% sales tax.)
P.0. Box 277
Neptune, N.J.07754
what they believe. (Religious Education
Press, 1982 264 pp., $14.95, paperback)
Ronald T. Habermas
CENSORSHIP:
EVIDENCE OF BIAS
IN OUR CHILDREN'S TEXTBOOKS
by Paul C. Vitz
Are public school textbooks biased?
Are they censored? Funded by the
National Institute of Education, Profes-
sor Vitz set out to systematically examine
representative social studies and history
textbooks and elementary readers. He
made a shocking discovery. Our chil-
dren's textbooks are clearly biased:
religion, traditional family values, and
Conservative political positions have
been excluded! Here are some higttlights
of the research.
Sixty elementary social studies texts
were evaluated. These books introduce
the child to American social, economic,
and political ife. None of the books con-
tain one word referring to any religious
activity in contemporary American life.
The words marriage, wedding, hus-
band, and wife do not occur at all in these
books. Nowhere is it suggested that
being a mother or homemaker is a wortlry
and important role for a woman.
The sixth-grade books deal with
world history and culture, and they
neglect, often to the point ofserious dis-
tortion, Jewish and Christian historical
contributions.
A total of 670 stories from grades
three and six readers were analyzed.
There was not one reference to Protes-
tant religious life. Only five of the stories
had a patriotic theme. Only two stories
had a business theme of any kind. No
stories featured helping others or being
concerned for others as intrinsically
meaningful and uluable. Clear attacks on
traditional sex roles were common.
Censorship: Euidence of Bias in
Our Children's Tbxtbooks goes be-
yond just baring the facts. It also
serves as a handbook for those who
are ready to set some changes in motion.
(Servant Books, 1986, 142 pp., $6.95)
Tina Barringer
RAISING DRUG.FREE KIDS
IN A DRUG-FILLED WORLD
by Wil l iam Mack Perkins and
Nancy McM urtrie-Perkins
Focusing on the number-one problem
among teenagers today, William and Nanry
Perkins relate practical advice from their
Witness the incredible disappearing act
of the chameleon, one of natures amaz-
ing magicians. Visit a miniature city ruled
by a giant queen. Then take an imaginary
journey to a galaxy more than a million
light years away.
Vith Moody Videos, you can bring
the magic, mystery, and adventure of
God s universe into your family room.
These all-time Moody favorites will help
you nurture your childrens faith while
teaching them about the wonders of
creation. And they'll provide an imagina-
tive way for you to share the gospel
with your friends.
Look for Moodv Childrens Adven-
rures, designed for children in primary
grades through junior high, and Moody
Science Classics, for older children and
adults. At your favorite bookstore. Or call
tollfree 1-800-621 7105 (in IL, call collect
312-329-4166) for our free caulog and a
listing of local dealers, And introduce
your family to a whole new world.
own experience as well as information
gleaned from seminars held during their
"Walk around America." From firsthand
experience, they relate not only how to
detect early indications of drug abuse,
but immediate steps of intervention.
Former alcoholics and the parents of
teenagers who have had drug problems,
the authors attempt to provide the
resources parents need to help prevent
drug abuse among their teenagers, or to
deal with an existing problem. Sugges-
tions range from drug support groups for
kids and/or parents to practicing good
nutrition as an effective drug-prevention
measure. They also provide suggestions
for developing effective parental discipline
and guidelines in the home.
While they offer some good practical
information, it is not always documented.
For example, Phil Hansen is quoted
without footnote or bibliographic refer-
ence. A book entitled I'll Quit Tbmor-
row is cited in the text but not found in
the bibliography. There are no biblical
references. The title Drug-free Kids is a
misnomer since the book claims that kids
may use drugs as long as they do it ''legal-
ly, responsibly, and appropriately" (p. 59).
While the book may provide practical
information for dealing with drug abuse,
the Christian should be aware that the
problem is approached from a purely
human perspective, and there is no refer-
ence to God as the supreme source for
Raising Drry-free Kids in a Drue-filled
World. (HarperlHazelden, 1986, 92 pp.,
S9.9D Pauline Donaldson
SUCCESS IS A FAMILY AFFAIR
by Jim Powerc
Succas Is a Family Affairpacks alot
of punch in only 118 pages. Geared toward
success-minded businessmen and
businesswomen, it reminds readers that
what seems urgent in the business world
may not really be important. What is im-
portant is the time, love, and affirmation
you irvest in your marriage and your
family.
But Powers never suggests that the
family is an excuse for poor performance
on the job. "You can hane it all," says
Powers. His book outlines ways to find
excellence and success in business. mar-
riage, family, and personal development.
The book contains a foreword by Art
Williams, a leader in the insunnce indus-
try, and is arailable from hrklake Publish-
ers, 3100 Breckinridge Boulevard, Suite
1200, Duluth, Georgia 30199-0001. (ftrk-
lake Publishers, 1986, 118 pp., $4.95)
Angela E. Hunt
SATAN'S TEN MOST
BELIEVABLE LIES
by Dave Brcese
Knowing our enemy is of prime impor-
tance, after knowing our [ord. This short
volume contains pithy chapterc which,
when taken together, underline the wor-
thiness of God. The couert activity of
Satan is emphasized here, not the ouert.
The essence ofJob's experience of satanic
attack is seen for what it truly was: an at-
tack on God's character and person. This
truth has most often been overlooked by
othen. Every Christian will do well to con-
sider thoughtfully the "ten lies," and ex-
amine himselJ in light of biblical doctrine.
(Moody Press, 1987, 1,14 pp., $6.95)
Donald R. Rickards
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IqfriEUlryn that givesGod's Sbrd the at6ntion
it deserves.
LESSON PLAN ro, Aprtt ,ts
lN ONE of his books, C.S. Lewis ob
I served that the "better" a ncrson
bocomes, the nore sensitivc he is to his
sins, and thc "worse" bc bccoma. the
less he is awsre of his sins. Manv b€-
lievers, unfortunatcly, are sadly i'nsen-
sitivr-to tbeir shortrhmincs.
.fupt so in Da-vid's life. IDqsi#*!T,t ff.D,:hlxiItTi
n Foct6
Cnse Sruoy: CBll attention to "How
Would You Treat Tom?" (LT, p. 40).
If your students have not icad ft, give
them a minute to do so or haye some-
one read it aloud. Raise thc ouestion of
what Tom's father should doi but donl
attempt to answer it here--*ave that
for the nrsroxo part of the lesson.
n Dsco\m
^ouey#w n,nltlq31rurs rne
ffi'.Ltf"sm$hi#+*f",1j;d;i
Use visual aid 4 (from Lesson 4) to
review the choices David made, but
this time focus on the fe", 'r^t' *n"n
Nathan confrongilffivid with ll!r&,
"tt'^fii"TJi JH,
5l is David's "full confession." lt di-
vides into three seclions (cf. fig. 7)-
each step leads to the nert, and none
can be skipDcd. Sin confcsscd is for
3lvel. A frirliven sinner is Restored to
fcllowshio with God and bccomcs Use
ful. once amin. in His service.
er,"-"4tm,'ffil,o,o *-
vid df€rdrrrrfio? tHe iskcd Godt'"i'itr{lftffi,;:
bc gracious, blot out his transgressions,
wash him from bis iniquity. cleame
him from his sin, ourifi him. makc
him joyous and glad, reeiore his "bro
ken" boncs, hide His face from his sins,
blot out his iniquities, crcste a clesn
heart in him, rencw a stcadfast spirit
in him, restore his joy in salvation, sus-
tain iim, deliver hiri from guilt, open
his lip, and "do good to Zion."l
I What terms did David use to refer
to the sins he had committed? [Trans-g ress ions ,  i n i qu i t y ,  s i n ,  ev i l ,
bloodguiltin*s.l
i,
tti,
'7-
t;,'.'
ti:,,1:
Y;
woRst{rP srrccEsnoNs
Ue veses l$ll of halm 5l as a Scrilturc
roding for the class. Sing a sletion suah $
Jctur Poid It All or Cleoree Mc.
regn ? 8l
: :.,): ::ii!l::t ;t ::,t., : :.: :.., :
Teaching Guides
If you want your Sunday School to plunge into God's
Word, consider using Scripture Press Bible for Today
Curriculum.
As you can see from this adult teaching uide page,
elery lesson's a Bible lesson-one that's specifically
designed to teach God's holy Word to each age
group in your church.
That way, your entire church can give God's Word the
serious attention it deserves.
Isn't that what Sunday School's all about?
Free samples aaailable at your local
curriculum supplier or writz us at:
1825 College,Aaenue
Wheatnn. Illinois 60187
Scipture hess Publicatiotts, Inc. fl
Making euery Sunday count
Sermon
Outline
The Doctrine of Marriage
1 Corinthians 7:l-40
A.The Precept of Marriage
(w. 17)
B. The Permanence of
Marriage (vv. 8-16)
Singles (w. 8-9)
Married believers
(vv. 10-11)
Mixed marriages
(vv. 12-16)
C. The Place of Marriage
(vv. 77-24)
D. The Pressures of Marriage
(vv. 25-40)
From without(w.25-31)
From within (vv. 32-40)
Word Study
Chorizo is ordinarily
used in the New Testament
to denote the idea of "to
separate, divide, put asun-
der." Jesus uses this term
in Matthew 19:6 (cf. Mark
10:9) to say of marriage:
"What therefore God
hath joined together, let
not man put asunder." Paul
uses the same term in
Romans 8:35 in much the
same way in order to say
to the child of God that
there is absolutely nothing
that can "separate" him
from the love of Christ.
Later writers use the
middle voice and aorist pas-
sive to signify the idea of
"to separate oneself" or
"depart" (Acts 1:4,
18:1-2:  Phi lem. 15) .
This idea is also related
to marriage as almost a
technical expression for
"divorce." Polybius uses
Chonzo in this way before
the New Testament era.
In 1 Corinthians 7:10-11,
15, Paul employs this term
in his teaching on marriage
and divorce.
Preaching
with
Conviction
by J. Grant Swank, Jr.
The thrust that today's
church needs more than
anything else is preaching
that will keep people awake!
We have our church growth
seminars and our trained
personnel. We have our
up-to-date equipment-
intercoms, public address
systems, movie projectors,
slide shows-you name it.
But we lack the most rm-
portant ingredient of all-
that gripping message that
truly gets hold of the heart
every Sunday.
What dimensions of
preaching come from strong
conviction? First is preach-
ing that penetrates. To-
day's congregations will not
tolerate phoniness in ser-
mon content and delivery.
They want the stark,
honest stuff. Preach it.
Penetrating preaching is
uncouering preaching. It
targets an area and thinks
through the truthfulness of
the matter with the hear-
ers, shedding light in dark
corners.
Penetrating preaching is
unneruing. It will not toler-
ate complacency. It seeks
out the genuine, prods for
action, challenges for com-
mitment. It refuses to cod-
dle and excuse the inexcus-
able. Instead, it dares to
call the forces up front for
battle.
Second, preaching with
conviction is personal. The
hearers don't come for a
lecture. They want to hear
from the Lord. They ex-
pect the message to apply
to them in their everyday
living.
Personal preaching re-
/a/es. Clergy must convince
their people that they do
know what l i fe is abour
and they know what God's
Word has to say to that
life.
Personal preaching
reuerberates throughout the
soul. The message echoes
in the spirit, convincing
those in the pew that they
are indeed attending more
than a Kiwanis luncheon ad-
dress. The heavens are to
open. Truth is to descend.
Hearts are to be stirred.
Lives are to be changed-
all through the foolishness
of preaching under the in-
spiration of the Spirit of the
living God.
Third, preaching with
authority is persuasiue.
The one delivering the
message has lived through
his own sermon and comes
out on the other side con-
vinced by his own ex-
perience. He can hardly
wait to share what he has
discovered, pointing his
church famrly to higher,
holier ground. He does not
fumble with his notes; his
notes are written on hrs
soul. He does not grasp for
illustrations; they are dash-
ing through his blood-
stream.
Persuasive preaching
/oosps the dead foundations.
Every preaching opportunity
must be a divine chance to
dig up the wasteland, plant
those seeds, believe ear-
nestly for growth, and ex-
pect the harvest. Our sanc-
tuaries are filled with peo-
ple dressed in their
Sunday-go-to-meetin' fan-
cies, smiles pasted in place,
Bibles in hand. But beneath
it all are the hurts, the
doubts, the weepings, the
private fears-all covered
over with that daily
sophistication which can
suffocate. In the power of
the Spirit, pour out the
Water of Life on that
parched land!
Persuasive preaching
lifts. lt lifts from sin into
holiness, from depression
into faith, from death into
life, from confusion into
certainty, from loneliness
into fellowship, from
despair into hope. When
the people hear the conclu-
sion of that sermon, they
are ready to believe
again-with gusto. They
have been taken away from
the panic-stricken world
long enough to get their
balance.
How many believers
simply go through the mo-
tions of worship each Sun-
day, primarily because that
which is to be the challeng-
ing climax of the hour-the
sermon-ends up to be the
most monotonous half hour
in the week. It is a
disgrace.
We must make a con-
scious return to preaching
that has backbone to it
that is convincing, that
opens eyelids. No wonder
they said of Jesus that He
was one who spoke with
authority. May those under
His call go forth to do
likewise.
I J. Grant Swank, Jr.,
is a pastor in Walpole,
Massachusetts, and author
of several books.
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Organizing
Effective
Sunday
School
Programs
Sunday school was es-
tablished to provide biblical
education. Too often this
arm of the church could be
defined according to Web-
ster's lesser use of the
word school, namely, "a
large number of fish (or
aquatic animals) of one kind
swimming together."
An effective Sunday
school program is built on
four foundational require-
ments.
Instruction. This is
imparting knowledge in a
systematic manner. The
publishers of Sunday school
materials provide lessons
that build upon one another
according to categories of
subjects, books of the Bible,
or chapter-by-chapter expo-
sition. The entire cycle of
lessons covers the major
doctrines. themes. and in-
dividuals of the Bible when
taught from preschool
through senior adult. But
some teachers choose the
material they wil l teach in
their own classes. Or a
committee may vote to
change the curriculum after
a trial period. This results
in a duplication of lessons
for some and a gap in knowl-
edge for others.
A monitor needs to sur-
vey the material taught in
Other educational areas of
the church's ministry. One
church found that while the
pastor was preaching through
the Gospel of John in his
evening services, students
in almost every area of
ministry, from Sunday
school classes to home
Bible studies-oreschool to
adult-were studying the
same book! Such examples
of poor planning are too
numerous. The result is
over-learning, boredom,
discipline problems, and
dropouts.
Since the Sunday school
staff is a volunteer group,
sometimes individuals teach
classes without regard to
their knowledge or teaching
ability. Regularly scheduled
teachers' workshops are a
must. A department super-
intendent should periodically
sit in on each class under
his jurisdiction. Follow-up
meetings should offer in-
dividualized help and sug-
gestions to provide more
effective classroom teach-
ing. Teachers should have
adequate resource materials
available for their use.
Training. Measurable
goals must be part of the
educational process. The
apostle Paul reminds us "to
run with patience the race
that is set before us"
(Heb.  12:1) .  We need to
set our eyes on the goal
l ine.
Primary individual,
group, motivational, teach-
ing, and learning goals must
be set for both short- and
long-range planning. Realis-
tic goals should result in
growth. Determine goals
for your class and the
methods you will use to
reach them. When you
meet a goal, set another.
Don't become stagnant in
the victory of winning the
race and retire from further
participation.
Training is orderly in-
struction that leads to
desired results. Those who
are trained gain knowledge
and are drilled on it to as-
sure they understand it.
Guidance. Teachers
have a moral responsibility
to impart knowledge. Too
often they think speaking is
sufficient to transmit the
message. But guidance is
the most critical aspect of
schooling.
Perhaps we assume that
all Sunday-school teachers
believe and teach accept-
able truths, ethics, and
morals. They guide our
children in the most impor-
tant area of their l ives-
spiritual truth. We must be
vitally concerned about
those who direct our chil-
dren in their conduct and
life's course.
Discipline. This word
often carries negative con-
notations of punishment.
On the contrary, discipline
is most closely related to
self-control, self-denial,
self-direction, and self-
mastery. Discipline is a de-
termination to reach a goal.
It is a resolve to hold fast
to our knowledge and be-
liefs. Discipline requires or-
ganization and results in ac-
tion. It does not allow for
sloppy transference of facts
with a laissez-faire attitude.
Discipline gives direction. It
will, at times, interfere with
individual freedom of choice
or action, but it brings order
to otherwise disarranged
portions of knowledge. Dis-
cipline is, undoubtedly, the
most difficult area of
schooling for both teachers
and learners.
We must never be con-
tent to allow our Sunday
schools to exist in mediocrity.
Proper administration, well-
defined goals, knowl-
edgeable teachers, and will-
ing learners are imperative
if our Sunday schools are to
be sources of meaningful
learning to children and
adults.
I Marjorie A. Collins
Al Huber and His Praying Palomino
Sharing the Gospel
Cowboy Style
He says he is just an old-time cowboy preacher
with a praying Palomino horse, but to those who know
Al Huber he is much more. He is a deeply committed man
dedicated to the ministry of touching lives for Christ.
No matter where he and Nugget visit, Huber and his
mount immediately command the attention of the young
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real happy!"
One September Huber
and his trick horse Nugget
were part of a great
western jamboree held at
the Akron Baptist Temple
in Akron, Ohio. They led a
mileJong parade that in-
cluded such dignitaries
as the mayor, a state sena-
tor, a city councilman,
and pastor Charles F.
Billington.
Huber is an authentic
country-western singer.
Before his decision to
serve the Lord full time
he was involved in the
country-western music
world. He is now involved
in gospel music with a
country-western flavor.
He is a natural for all who
love down-home, gospel
music.
Huber's ministry is not
limited to trick riding and
gospel singing. He is an
excellent preacher in his
own right. "l guess I
learned everything I know
about preaching in those
years I spent with Dr.
Lakin. His style of preach-
ing just suits me fine. I en-
joy sharing the Word of
God more than anything
else I do. To see the lost
brought to Christ-that's
the whole purpose for our
ministry. That's why we
took the time to train
Nugget. "
Al Huber is available for
revivals, special events,
and one-day services
throughout the year. He
limits his trick riding to the
summer months, however.
"l learned my lesson the
hard way," he said. "I
almost lost Nugget in a
traffic accident one winter.
We jackknifed our trailer on
the highway and landed in
the ditch. I thought I lost
him. He's a part of the
family and you know how
hard it would be to lose a
family member."
Unlike most preachers
who board a jet and fly off
to distant places after
preaching engagements,
Huber swings into his
squeaky leather saddle,
squares up his white cow-
boy "good-guy" hat,
jangles his spurs, and rides
off into the sunset.
I William D. Lee. For
more information on
Huber's ministry, write Al
Huber, Route 3, Box 15,
C ampbellsuille, Kentucky
42718.
Church News
Youth Evangelism
Association's next annual
convention is scheduled for
February 15-18, 1988, at
Merritt Island, Florida.
Dave Adams, minister of
youth at Thomas Road Bap-
tist Church in Lynchburg,
Virginia, will speak and lead
a workshop on youth
ministry.
YEA will also sponsor
Sonshine '88, a confer-
ence for teenagers, be-
tween Christmas 1987 and
New Year's 1988 at the
Canaveral Christian Retreat
Center, Merritt Island,
Florida. For details on
either of these events,
write Youth Evangelism
Association, 13000 U.S. 41
North. Evansville. Indiana
477lI,or call (812)
867-24t8.
Super Conference
VIII, "Back to the Bas-
ics," is scheduled for
October 19-22. Hosted by
Thomas Road Baptist
Church in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, the conference will
cover 11 different areas of
ministry including Church
Administration, Music, the
Deaf, Ladies, Pastors,
Seniors, Singles, Youth,
Crisis Pregnancy Outreach,
Urban Outreach, and Mis-
sions. With a selection of
over 100 workshops, there
is something of interest for
everyone.
Featured speakers are
Jerry Falwell, Tiuman Dollar,
E. V. Hill, Tim l,ee, John
MacArthur, and John Rawlings.
In addition to the guest speak-
ers, special music, and various
workshops, over 80 businesses
will display their materials
to help make your ministry
more effective.
To receive a boost of
encouragement and fresh
new insight, plan now to at-
tend this Super Confer-
ence! For information
write: Super Conference
VIII, Liberty University,
Box 20000, Lynchburg,
Virginia 24506.
Ronald E. Manahan is
the new academic dean
of Grace College, Winona
Lake. Indiana, effective
September 1, 1987. He
replaces Vance A. Yoder.
Manahan has 16 years of
higher education teaching
and administrative experience
and has been affiliated with
Grace since 1977.
According to John J.
Davis, president of Grace
Schools, "He is a scholar
of high caliber, an articulate
spokesman for Christian
liberal arts education, and
effective in mobilizing
worthwhile activity among
faculty members. "
and the truly young at
heart.
While other preachers
deliver their sermons from
their customary pulpits,
Huber swings into action on
his golden Palomino plat-
form to the delight of his
congregation. His message
is the direct result of the
impact the late B. R. Lakin
had on his life.
Huber had the unique
privilege and opportunity of
working very closely with
Lakin from 1967 to 1974.
"I learned many lessons
from Dr. Lakin. One time
he stayed in my home for
six weeks. I loved to hear
him talk about the great
meetings he held in the
Cadle Tabernacle, the
Akron Baptist Temple, and
even down at the forks of
the creek where he was
from. He was a special man
of God. I have kind of
patterned my life after
h im . "
Huber and his wife es-
pecially enjoy ministering to
the local church. During the
summer months they load
Nugget in their two-horse
trailer and head out nearly
every weekend to assist the
ministry of some local church.
"l love to work with the
boys and girls. We usually
take Nugget out on the
Saturday bus visitation, to
help build their ridership. I
have seen as many as 40
kids following after Nugget
on those city streets."
Huber offers incentives
to encourage the young
people to help build their
Sunday schools. "We had a
contest at one church," he
relates. "We offered rides
on Nugget to every child
who would bring 10 to
Sunday school. It took me
an hour after the services
to give all the winners rides
on Nugget. The bus drivers
weren't too happy for the
delay but the pastor was
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God Changed His Song
a a ls that young man here todav
I with that horn? If he is, I'm
I going back home this morn-
ing. I can't take it no more." The
teenager overheard the woman's remark
as he entered the church lobby, but she
could not discourage him. Playing his
saxophone during the congregational
singing was only the beginning of his
dream. He would not give up.
Chronic asthma had plagued Vernard
Johnson from infancy. His mother would
often pace the hall outside his room at
night, praying that he would keep breath-
ing until morning.
Vernard's aunt, who could not bear
children of her own, asked his mother
if she could raise one of her children. ''If
Vernard wants to go with you, its OK,"
said his mother. Vernard agreed, and the
small son of a Kansas City preacher went
to live with his aunt.
One afternocn when he was 12,
Vernard came home from school and
asked if he could learn to play the saxo-
phone. "You don't have enough wind,"
his aunt gently reminded him. "We are
up tending to your asthma every night."
But Vernard persisted, and his aunt
finally consented, with this admonition:
"I know someone who sits high and
looks low, and He's the lnrd Jesus
Christ. I'll pray and ask God to gtve you
enough wind to blow."
Vernard brought a saxophone home
from school and began to try to blow the
horn. He would blow and have an asthma
attack, and blow again after the attack
had passed.
By age 17 he was performing jazz in
area night spots. "I was empty in heart
and mind and still having asthma
attacks," he recalls. "My mom and dad
and other people had witnessed to me,
but somehow I never heard the witness
in my heart. I thought I had too many
hang-ups to accept Christ. But one day
someone told me, 'Christ was hung up
for your hang-ups.' "
Two weeks later while walking down
12th Street in Kansas City, Vernard
prayed that God would touch his lungs
and heal them. "If you'll do that, God,
I promise I'll play for you for the rest of
my life."
"You know how sometimes you ex-
pect God to work in one way and He
works the opposite way? Well, that's
what happened. I wanted God to work
in my lungs, but He knew He needed to
work in my life frst. My life was more
messed up than my lungs. As I walked
tt l*r,going
for good,
but God said,
'Don't put
your horn down,
to put my horn down
down the street, the Holy Spirit con-
victed me and showed me how I needed
salvation. I knew God was speaking to
my heart, and as I walked down 12th
Street I prayed and asked Jesus to come
into my life and be my [,ord and Saviour."
Vernard soon came to a church where
a service was in progress. He stepped in
and saw his mother and sister in acorner.
At first glance, his sister realized some-
thing had happened to Vernard. "What
happened to you?" she silently mouthed
from across the room. "Did you get
saved? "
Vernard simply smiled and nodded.
She repeated her sfunt question.
"Did you understand me? Did you get
saved?"
Vernard nodded again.
His sister quickly whispered thenews
to her mother. "They were trying to
have a dignified service," said Vernard.
"But my sister went to shouting, Mom
went to shouting in the corner, and the
folks in the pews wondered what had
happened. As the news spread across
the room, the whole church broke loose
and began praising God. Back at the
door, somebody else was shouting-me.
"I was going to put my horn down for
good, but God said, 'Don't put your horn
down, just change your song, Vernard.'
I changed my song from 'I Can't Wait to
See You, Baby' to 'Soon and Very Soon
We Are Going to See the King.' I
changed my song from Amazing Love'
to Amazing Grace.'
"Two weeks later while I was play-
ing in my room I felt the Spirit of God
touch my lungs, and I felt the assurance
that my lungs were healed."
Vernard did keep his promise. He
plays only gospel music, and he is careful
just change your song,' "
Seotember 1987 55
about what gospel music he plays.
"Music is a'u-aluable tool that transcends
all lines and reaches everyone-whether
you are Baptist, Presbyterian, blue,
brown, black, white, pink, yellow, or
grizzly-everyone likes music. Why not
use it for Christ? It is used in all other
aspects of life. Our music is modern, but
we are carefulthat it does not offend. We
are careful about the lyrics. Our concerts
are a mixture of old standards and newer
songs."
Johnson travels with a five-piece band
and three singers, averaging over 175
concerts a year. He has performed with
his sax on national and international tele-
vision, for President Reagan and foreign
ambassadors, in the Taj Mahal, in Paris,
and in the ancient ruins of Rome. He can
make a saxophone talk, cty, and
rejoice-and make a listener want to do
the same. But unlike the instruments of
secular musicians, Johnson's sax talks
about one person, Jesus Christ.
"People see me on national television
and they say, 'God has truly gifted that
young man to blow a saxophone.' I am
grateful to God for the gift of playing the
sax, but our ministry is deeper. It is a
soulwinning concert ministry that
reaches people for Christ. We have large
citywide concerts in auditoriums and
churches, focusing our ministry toward
people who probably wouldn't go to a
church, but will go to a concert. We share
the gospel with them through our music
and testimony and invite them to come
to Jesus. It's been extremely successful
for us. We've seen over 18,000 decisions
for Christ. We try to channel as many
people as possible into the church."
Johnson and his band also perform in
prisons, girls' and boys' homes, and con-
valescent homes. "Our concept is not to
impress people with our ability, but to
take what we have and allow the Holy
Spirit to touch the hearts of men and
women, boys and girls, for Christ."
Ministering to the poor has given
Johnson enormous pleasure. Quoting
from Psalm 31, "Blessed is he that con-
sidereth the poor," Johnson explains how
he and his band hosted afreepizzaparty
for over 3,000 inner-city young people of
the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Johnson or-
ganized the pizza party, gathering dona-
tions from area pizza restaurants and
financial donations from the private sec-
tor. He and his band played a gospel con-
cert. "I've tried to do concerts for
people who could not afford to bring us
in for a concert, and we've tried to meet
their physical needs as well. It's one of
my great, great desires."
Although Johnson credits such
preachers as EV. Hill, S.E. Mitchell,
Hubert lambert, and his father, Lee
Johnson, with a great influence on his life,
he believes that the most influential
figure he has known is his wife, Betty.
And there is no doubt he will in turn be
an influence on others. Though he is only
in his mid-thirties, Johnson has already
achieved many impressive milestones.
Along with his many musical honors, he
was the first man of his race to complete
the Ph.D. in sacred music at South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary.
Vernard Johnson realizes that he is a
model for today's young people. "I tell
young people that the Devil says, 'If you
get saved, your good times will end.'
That's not so. If you give your life to
Jesus, you'll see more than the world
could ever show you. You'll do more than
you could dq in the world, and you'll be
more than you cor:ld ever be in the world."
For concert information write:
Vernard Johnson Concert Ministries,
8701 Lake Country Fort Worth, Texas
76179, or call 817-470-3530. I
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Blending careful scholarship with easy-to-understand textbooks, audiocassette lecture
tapes, and other study materials-earn a Bible college diploma and college credit.
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WORD of LIFE presents . . .
THE
. . . one of the most exciting books of the Bible, revealing
God's eternal plan. This book has been translated into music, drama and multi- image and has been
seen by more than one-quarter ofa mill ion people. The presentation wil l help you understand what
is happening in the world today. . , and what wil l happen in the future. For FREE tickets call the
phone number listed for your area.
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Stanley Performing Arts Center, Utica, NY
Webster Bible Church. Webster. NY
Shea's Buffalo Theater. Buffalo. NY
Masonic Temple, Cleveland, OH
Sylvania Burnham Euilding, Sylvania, OH
First Baptist Church, Elkhart, lN
Paramount Arts Centre, Aurora, lL
Conway Civic Center, Waterloo, lA
Grandview Park Baptist Church, Des Moines, lA
Pershing Auditorium, Lincoln, NE
Kearney Senior High School, Kearney, NE
Cheyenne Civic Center, Cheyenne, WY
East Junior High School, Rock Springs, WY
Pocatello Bible Church, Pocatello, lD
Richland High School, Richland, WA
Spokane Convention Center, Spokane, WA
Wilson High School, Tacoma, WA
Benson High School, Portland, OR
Hult Center, Eugene, OR
National Guard Armory, Red Bluff, CA
Excelsior High School, Norwalk, CA
California Theater, San Diego, CA
Brawley Union High School, Brawley, CA
Thomas Road Baptist Church, Phoenix, Az
Puebio Auditorium, Roswell, NM
Amarillo High School, Amarillo, TX
Putnam City North High School, Oklahoma City, OK
U(/ill Rogers Memofial Center, Ft. Worth, TX
Lewisville High School, Lewisville, TX
Robinson Convention Center. Little Rock. AR
Eroadway Eaptist Church, Memphis, TN
Tennessee Performing Arts Center, Jackson Hall, Nashville, TN
Chauncey Goode Auditorium, Tennessee Temple University, Chattanooga, TN
Beardon High School, Knoxville, TN
Memorial Auditorium. Louisville. KY
Dayton Convention Center, Dayton, OH
Veterans Memorial Auditorium. Columbus. OH
Palace Theater, Greensburg, PA
The Forum, Harrisburg, PA
Landmark Theatre, Svracuse, NY
For more information write or call
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begins to emerge, she may
either become resentful or
purposely pregnant. If her
husband is not ready for
children he may become
resentful in return. Ideally,
the young mother who must
work outside the home would
prefer to stay with her
baby rather than hire a baby-
sitter to care for him.
But by this time the
worldly yen to "buy now
and pay later" has plunged
them hopelessly into debt.
All their things now become
a burden and what God
intended to be "an heritage
of the Lord" seems more
like a financial disaster.
Few couples ever get to
the place where they think
they have enough money
to start raising a family.
Instead, thankfully, children
often just announce their
coming. If it were not so,
perhaps many families
would cheat themselves out
of one of the greatest
blessings in life.
We live in a self-
indulgent day when plea-
sure and gratification are
emphasized more than
responsibility. The Bible,
however, tells us that we
are to get our family oper-
ating procedure from the
Lord and His Word, not the
world in which we live. In
future articles we will share
biblical principles for family
finances. In the meantime
heed the psalmist's words,
"Happy is the man
lor familyl that walks not in
the counsel of the ungodly."
Anyone who knows this
world's economic system of
"get, get, get," knows it
is not of God and that it
breeds discontentment. Be
aware of its effects and
avoid its temntation like the
plague. T
Christian
Student
Rights
Pete was witnessing to
a friend during lunch when
a teacher advised him that
his religious discussion vio-
Iated the "separation of
church and state" laws.
Was the teacher correct?
The whole school listened
intently to the student body
presidential candidates.
During John's speech, he
shared his beliefs in Christ.
He was then severely repri-
manded by the principal and
dropped from the candidate
list. Was this legal?
Libby carried her Bible
to class to read during free
time. The teacher informed
Libby that she would have
to leave her Bible in her
locker unless she was
studying for a Bible litera-
ture course. Did the teacher
have a valid point?
A group of Christians
enjoyed their before-school
prayer meeting so much
that they decided to con-
tinue it during the school's
weekly activity periods.
When the administrators
found out, they said the
students could not meet
during school. Were the ad-
ministrators misinformed?
These questions are en-
countered every day by
teens in public high schools.
Just what are a student's
limitations and freedoms in
the public school system?
The First Amendment to
the Constitution covers the
students' rights in 16
words. "Congress hall
make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech or of
the press; or the right of
the people peaceably to as-
semble, and to petition the
Government for a redress
of grievances."
Pete and John were
both reprimanded for shar-
ing Christ. According to the
First Amendment, their
freedom of speech was vio-
lated. The "Freedom of
Speech Clause" guarantees
us the freedom of uncen-
sored speech. If a teacher
reprimands a student for
talking about Christ when
he should be studying, the
student is in the wrong.
But if she silences the stu-
dent because he is talking
about Christ, she is censor-
ing his speech and limiting
his freedom.
In Pete's case, the
teacher mentioned the
"separation of church and
state laws." Actually, such
laws do not exist. Accord-
ing to Kenneth Peery, ex-
ecutive director of The
Heart of America Christian
Justice Center, "The sepa-
ration of church and state
depicts what we call the
'no-establishment' clause of
the First Amendment. The
religion clause really has
two parts. The first part
says Congress is prohibited
from establishing a religion.
That is where people have
gotten the idea that the
church and state are to be
separate. But the following
clause says, 'nor prohibit
the free exercise thereof.'
When a student is told,
'You can't bring your Bible
to school because of the
separation of church and
state,' he can say, 'But
that prohibits my free exer-
cise of religion.' "
Libby's teacher was mis-
informed to say she could
not bring her Bible to class.
If a teacher bans a Bible,
she must ban all books.
Another freedom guaran-
teed in the Constitution is
that of assembling peacefully.
In August 1984 President
Ronald Reagan signed the
Financial
Pressure
on Marital
Relationships
by Tim and Beuerly LaHaye
Financial pressure is a
major cause of discontent in
marriage. There are times
when a wife must work
outside the home because
her husband's income truly
is not sufficient o cover
necessary living expenses.
In some cases what starts
out to be a "temporary
policy" ends up being a
way of life. In others,
greed motivates the wife to
work outside the home.
This is always a source of
dissatisfaction.
The wife who starts
working to "help hubby fin-
ish school," "to get a
down payment for a new
home," or "to pay off
nagging debts" is able to
sustain motivation because
she thinks it is only tem-
porary. When it begins to
dawn on her that she and
her husband have gotten so
accustomed to living on two
incomes that there is no
turning back, disillusion-
ment begins to set in.
Tension between thenr
builds up. When her mount-
ing desire for children (a
natural gift from God)
Equal Access Act. This Act
makes it unlawful for schools
to discriminate against stu-
dent groups solely because
their meeting will include
religious, political, or philo-
sophical discussions.
The Act, in short, gives
the religious or Bible study
group every advantage other
groups have. If the school
allows any noncurriculum-
related student groups
(i.e., cheerleaders, 4-H
Club) to meet on school
property during noninstruc-
tional time, it must allow
religious groups equal ac-
cess to school facilities.
The Act does not allow
special privileges for reli-
gious groups. It simply al-
lows equal access. If your
administrators restrict other
clubs, they may also restrict
yours. The group must be
student-initiated and
student-led. Teachers may
attend meetings as moni-
tors, but not as sponsors.
If outside speakers are
allowed in other clubs, they
will be allowed at yours.
Another overlooked free-
dom is that of passing out
tracts and other gospel iter-
ature on school grounds.
According to constitutional
attorney John Whitehead,
"Literature that is 'libelous,
obscene, disruptive of school
activities, or likely to create
substantial disorder or that
invades the rights of others
may be suppressed by public
school officials. However,
when no such conditions
exist, and particularly when
the literature is not sponsored
by the school district, is
not represented as an offi-
cial school paper, is not
financed by public funds,
and is not supervised by
school faculty, school ad-
ministrators have no
authority to suppress the
distribution of literature on
the school campus."
If you feel your freedom
is being limited, talk to the
teacher or administrator-it
may simply be a misunder-
standing. Next, approach
the administrator's uper-
visor. If the problem still
exists after you have gone
through all levels of school
authority, seek help from a
Christian youth worker or
legal firm.
Remember that as an
ambassador of Christ you
must display sincere respect
for your authorities. Those
authorities hold their posi-
tions through God's allowance
(Rom. 13:1).  He can
change any circumstance,
so pray for your administra-
tors and the freedoms you
feel are abused. Take ad-
vantage of your guaranteed
constitutional freedoms. Be
a witness on your mission
field!
ffi Jeanette D. Gardner
" Fast-Food "
Prayers
We are often critical of
' 'fast-food'' prayers-
hastily formed and thrown
up to God in emergency
situations. The "God, help
me!" breathed by a man as
he plunges down a moun-
tainside toward certain
death. Or a mother's un-
spoken refrain, "Don't let
her die, Lord." as the am-
bulance races toward the
emergency room with an
accident victim.
Other quick prayers are
not life-and-death matters,
but just as fervent. The
student's "Don't let me
fail, Lord," or "God, get
me out of this" when he is
in a ticklish situation. These
spontaneous prayers appear
to be quick-fix pleas that
don't fit the traditional pat-
terns of prayer. But are
these wrong? Are they
valid prayers? Can this type
of prayer have a part in the
prayer life of a Christian?
We tend to question
these extemporaneous
prayers as we often do
deathbed conversions.
However, the Bible records
several very short prayers
made in stressful situations.
The shortest recorded
prayer is Peter's in Mat-
thew 14:30. When he got
out of the boat and began
to walk on the water to Je-
sus. he saw the wind. be-
came afraid, began to sink,
and cried out, "Lord, save
me." Just three words.
The answer was immediate
as Jesus stretched out His
hand and caught him.
In the gospel accounts
of the Crucifixion we find
the seven last statements
of Christ. Three were short
prayers: "Father, forgive
them; for they know not
what they do" (Luke
23:34); "My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken
me?" (Matt. 27:46):
"Father, into thy hands I
commend my spirit" (Luke
23:46).
Jonah prayed a brief, an-
gry prayer (fonah 4:2-3)
when he was displeased
with God's decision to save
Ninevah. God let him cool
his heels and his temper
under the shade of a gourd
which He used as an object
Iesson to teach Jonah com-
passion.
Another short prayer is
in the well-known account
of Elijah's challenge to the
450 prophets of Baal to
"Call ye on the name of
your gods, and I will call on
the name of the Lord: and
let the God that answereth
by fire, let him be God"
(1 Kings 18:24). Baal's
prophets "called on the
name of Baal from morning
e v e n u n t i l n o o n . . . . B u t
there was no voice, nor any
that answered" (1 Kings
18:26). However, Elijah's
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plea that the Lord show
that He is truly God
I Kings 18:36-37) was an-
swered in only a few seconds
when "the fire of the lnrd
fell."
The content of each of
these short prayers was as
different as the motives for
praying them. They reflect
various attitudes and emo-
tions. Each result was
different. But the basis for
each prayer was the same.
The men were not
strangers to God. Their
prayers were prefaced by
an intimate, everyday rela-
tionship with Him. A pat-
tern of fellowship and
communication had already
been established so that in
a crisis they had confidence.
Prayer was as normal and
natural as breathing.
Scripture shows us that
there is a time and place
for this type of prayer.
Spontaneous prayers are a
valid part of the overall pic-
ture of prayer for the
Christian. Whether our
prayers are well thought
out and more formal in na-
ture or an occasional "fast-
food" prayer, God wants
us to pray. He stands
ready to meet our needs,
whatever the circum-
stances.
"For we have not an
high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need" (Heb.
4:15-16).
ffi Susan Efaw
The Trial
of Faith
More Precious
Than Gold
"Mom, how do bees
get honey from flowers?
Why do robins lay blue
eggs? What keeps birds
from falling out of the
sky?" A child's questions
come in staccato rhythm
during those wonderful,
curious years.
What a thrill to be able
to focus a young mind on
God, who designed,
formed, and gave life to all
creation. "Thou art worthy,
O Lord, to receive glory
and honour and power: for
thou hast created all things,
and for thy pleasure they
are and were created"( R e v . 4 : 1 1 ) .
Christian parents must
instruct their children in the
knowledge of God and His
majesty. These children
may soon find themselves
in a classroom with an
evolutionist teacher who
asks questions uch as,
"We see here the many
varieties of plant life. What
accounts for these vari-
ations? "
In answer to this very
question on a biology test,
our 16-year-old, Marty,
secure in his belief, wrote,
"A marvelous work of
engineering by God."
His teacher replied,
"Remember, Creation is only
a theory. You must base
your answer on fact," and
marked his answer wrong.
What a mixed-up world
when the suppositions and
theories of man (the created)
are regarded as facts while
the handiwork of God (the
Creator) is relegated to a
mythical, allegorical position.
Our son's disagreements
with his biology teacher
continued unabated through-
out the school year. We
encouraged him to stick it
out and do his best to pass
the course, without com-
promising his beliefs. It
wasn't easy. This teacher
was just as stubborn as our
boy.
At the height of the
controversy, Marty was
scheduled to prepare a
speech in English. His
choice of subjects was
"Creation versus Evo-
lution. "
Eo I textbooks lay all over the
3 | house as he gleaned facts
il and illustrations. Friends
$ | and relatives were asked to
E I Science and Creation
pray. He practiced deliver-
ing his talk to anyone who
would listen.
Finally, the big day ar-
rived. That afternoon he
came home dejected. "I
got a little mixed up and
went too fast," he lamented.
Nonetheless, God blessed
his efforts and the results
were most encouraging.
Several students con-
gratulated him for the stand
he took. Other people
presented speeches with
religious themes. Nearly
every person who signed
his yearbook made refer-
ence to his speech or to his
belief. One girl wrote,
"God b less you.  P.S.  I
sure liked your speech."
He had not even known
she was a believer.
One day, just after
school was out, I was com-
plaining to a friend about
the unjust behavior of the
biology teacher, when she
interrupted me. "Don't you
realize how many kids
heard Marty's clear Christian
testimony as a result of this
conflict?' '
All of a sudden, I real-
ized that God answered our
prayers for this situation.
He had given Marty a tes-
timony in that school as a
Christian and had strength-
ened his determination to
follow the Lord.
The strengthening of
our faith is very precious to
God. First Peter 1:6-7 puts
it this way: "Wherein ye
greatly rejoice, though now
for a season, if need be, ye
are in heaviness through
manifold temptations: That
the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though
it be tried with fire, might
be found unto rraise and
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honour and glory at the ap-
pearing of Jesus Christ."
As parents we were
praying for the easy solu-
tion to Marty's uncomfortable
problem. We were ready to
go to battle with his
teacher if necessary. But
God was answering in a
different way and teaching
Marty courage, patience,
endurance, and trust.
I thought of the many
times I have prayed for the
easy way out of a trouble-
some situation, only to find
it growing more complicated
and burdensome. Slowly, I
am learning. My faith is
much more important to
God than my comfort.
Our prayer, as parents,
is that God will continue to
grant our children the
courage to stand firm in
their convictions and on the
truths of God's Word,
never wavering, even when
ridiculed.
I believe He will. God
who made the flowers, the
bees. and our children. will
not fail. He never has.
I Gail Denham
face with children at
bedtime.
Zachary and his parents,
tired of the every-night
struggle over going to
sleep, decide to temporarily
reverse roles. After quite
an experience, the whole
family is so exhausted, they
all "become very good at
sleeping." A humorous ap-
proach to the dreaded bed-
time blues, this book may
help give children a better
view of their parents'
responsibilities. (Harper &
Row, 1987, 32 pp., $7.95)
I Cindy B. Gunter
When Your Child Is
on Drugs or Alcohol by
Andre Bustanoby. This
author has the unique ability
to carry the reader along a
line of thought as though it
were the reader's own.
When Your Child Is on
Drugs or Alcohol is a short
book designed to be read
by parents in trouble. It
offers reasonable solutions
and counsel to parents in-
volved in unreasonable situa-
tions with their teenage
children.
The author discusses
"polyabuse" among
teenagers willing to try
anything. He talks about
the great danger of alcohol
in a way that will not set
well with social-drinking
parents, and lists the risks
of all kinds of substance
abuse in a quick-reference
style that will be useful to
parents in stress.
The most important
contribution to this reviewer
is the chapter on the art of
confronting an angry
teenager. Bustanoby's ex-
planation of a real-life story
and one family's use of
toush love is terrific. Parents
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Ezzo
Families with
adolescents-This is split-
either it is the greatesl period
of the parent-child relation-
ship or the worst period.
Couples with grown
children-Tendency not to
let go.
Gary Ezzo is pastor to
Family Ministries at Grace
Community Church in Sun
Vallev. California.
How to Lead a Child
to Christ by Daniel H.
Smith. Focusing on the root
purpose of children's minis-
tries, this little book should
be required reading for those
working with children.
While his academic tone
may prove a challenge to
some, Smith nonetheless
shares a number of key in-
sights arranged in outline
form, including "Biblical
Foundations" and the
"Basic Needs of Children."
His chapter on "Guidelines
for Child Evangelism" con-
tains a section with helpful
do's and don'ts in working
with children. This is fol-
lowed by stories of a few
of the more challenging
children Smith has led to
the Lord. Most helpful to
the beginning children's
worker. The experienced
will wish for a more ex-
panded guide. (Moody
Press, 1987, 55 pp., soft-
cover, $2.95)
ffi Carl Windsor
Family
Bookshelf
Bedtime, Zacharyl by
Muriel Blaustein. "It is a
funny book. I really like it.
It is about Zac, who has to
go to bed after dinner, but
he is not sleepy. He makes
noises and chases mice. He
sneaks up and pulls his mom's
tail, then hides." Eight-
year-old Kendra thoroughly
enjoyed this book, and so
will your child! The story
uses a tiger family to show
the frustrations many parents
Family Matters
froru Gary Ezzo
There are several
different stages of mar-
ried life. What are some
of the greatest ex-
periences, feelings,
problems, or adjust-
ments faced by couples
during each stage?
Young couples with-
out children-Dealing with
inlaws and dealing with
each other.
Families with young
children-New parents
have a greater tendency to
focus on the children and
move away from the priority
relationship.
of substance abusers are
described as being too
often either enablers, vic-
tims, or provokers of their
abusing teenagers, when
what they really need to be
is a confronter.
I found Bustanoby's
practical application of extra-
biblical resources to be
helpful. His explanation that
a crisis in a family can be
good if it leads to adaptive
changes is most refreshing.
Asacounse lor lw i l l
keep When Your Child Is
on Drugs or Alcohol in my
desk to lend to parents.
(Here's Life Publishers,
1986, 89 pp., $2.95)
I David R. Miller
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Children continued. from page 32
Hollywood?"
"Hollywood seemed like a fun
place."
"Was it a fun place?"
"No. Life was tough. It was hard get-
ting enough money to eat and finding a
place to stay."
"How did you support yourself?"
"I panhandled."
Angel admitted that people were
not very generous, and "a couple" of
times she resorted to prostitution in
order to simply get enough money to
eat. "But that was always a last resort,"
she said.
Some friends told her about Children
ofthe Night, and there she has received
counseling, practical help, clothing, and
encouragement. In the future she would
like to become a singer, in fact she is
working on a demo tape now. But if a
career in spotlights is not in her future,
Angel would be happy taking classes
to be a legal secretary.
"Would you ever go back home?"
t t N o . t t
Vicki Balet, program director for Chil-
dren of the Night, tells me that right now
Macey and Angel are not hooking.
"My family
disowned me.
I stayed out
and didn't listen
Jo them.
7heV told me
Jo get out."
"They look like normal high school
kids-only they aren't able to be in
school because they have to take care of
themselves."
Balet says that over 1,000 kids each
year find their way to Children of the
Night's center. The center was founded
eight years ago by lois [,ee, who did a
study on prostitutes and found that many
of them were juveniles who were "hook-
ing" simply to survive-they didn't want
to be on the street.
"All of our kids are either prostitutes,
involved in pornography, or headed that
way," explained Balet. "They don't have
to turn their first trick to come to us, of
course, but most of them have. We try
to serve in a parental role. We provide
clothing, educational help, counseling,
medical services, showers, and so
forth." The group does not yet have
a shelter where teenagers can live.
Balet says Children of the Night is a
nondenominational center funded by pri-
vate donations. "We often use the
resources of a Christian shelter, but
we've found that if we preach to the kids
while they are still on t}re street they
don't feel they can trust us. Just the
other day a man was on the streets here
carrying a cross and screaming at the top
ofhis lungs. Street kids are preached to
on the streets all the time."
Balet went on to explain, "When they
are off the streets and in some type of
shelter, most reach out to embrace some
religion. When they are settled they
usually latch onto something, either God
or Devil-worship."
'Angel, was your home a religious
home?"
"No. We never went to church."
"As you have traveled, has anyone
ever told you that Jesus Christ loves
you?"
"Yes, all the time."
"What is your response?"
"I just listen to them." I
Grace Theological
Seminary-West Campus
I s the Christian community on the West Coast continues to grow, so does the
A need for graduate theological and pastoral training there. Manypastors
and educators have encouraged us to help fifi the need. I am therefore pleased to
announce the establishment of Grace Theological Seminary - West Campus,
in Long Beach, Califomia.
At our West Campus, you will find the same
commitments to the inerrant Word of God and excel.
lence in Christian ministry for which Grace has become
known in its first half.centurv of service.
Dr. john J. Davis
President
Grace Theological Seminary
Grace Theological Seminary - West Campus, 3625 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90807, (Zl3\ 595-5679.
For information about admissions, write or call the West Campus, or contact: Direcror of Admissions
Grace Theological Seminary, 200 Seminary Dr., Winona Lake, lN 46590, 1.800.54-GRACE (outside
lndiana), 1.800-845.2930 (in Indiana).
FIVE PROVOCATNE
MINUTES
In ftve minutes each dav. Dave
Breese makes sense of*reworid news.
Making fuIl use of his analytical
mind and his vast knowledge of the
Bible and Bible prophecy, Dave
probes and summarizes complex is-
sues to inform his listeners.
With his insight and rapid ffre com-
ments on world news, Dave Breese
gives a Biblical, moral and spiritual
commentary on events of our time.
Listen daily to DA\E BR-EESE
REPORTiNG. Call your local radio
station for time and location on your
dial. Write or call for radio and TV
schedules.
Dave Breese has turned the cur-
rent news into a look at the future.
7)Wm"Wx;{n
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Guetterman finds it easy
to be a strong Christian and
a professional baseball player.
He enjoys fellowship with
Christian teammates includ-
ing Alv in Davis.  Harold
Reynolds, and Dave Valle.
"If the guys know
where you stand, they will
respect you. Some non-
Christians, however, don't
like Christians because they
th ink we' re passive.  I t  is
ironic-if you have a tem-
per, you'l l  get in trouble,
but if you don't have some
temper, they think you
don't care. "
I Angela E. Hunt
Looking
Back...1971
The First
Basketball Team
In 1971 Liberty Univer-
sity launched its first
basketball program with a
winning record of 8-1.
Their abbreviated game
schedule was due to lack of
space for practicing and a
limited number of players.
"Our team consisted of nine
players. We practiced in the
Lynchburg Christian Academy
gym after school, late at
n ight ,  ear ly  in  the morning.
or whenever the gym was
available," said Dan Man-
ley, the team's first coach.
Manley has coached several
teams s ince then inc luding
Malone College. He is cur-
rently pastor of Stanwood
Community Church in
Canton, Ohio.
"Most of the young men
who played on that first
team (which included Rob-
bie Hiner) are now serving
in the ministry. They were
all first-year students, and
they had come with the
purpose of going into the
ministry. As coach, I was
very much involved in their
l ives," said Manley.
The team played local
Christian colleges-
Piedmont Bible College,
Appalachian Bible Institute,
John Wesley Methodist Col-
lege, and Shenandoah Col-
lege. Only three Liberty
players had previous ex-
perience. They played their
first game against a team of
juniors and seniors from
Piedmont Bible College-
and won.
LU Spotl ight
Lee Guetterman: Standing Firm
in the Major Leagues
"The discipline at Liberty University was good," said
Seattle Mariners' pitcher Lee Guetterman. "lt wasn't hard
for me to deal with, because some things are simply right
and others are wrong. I've come to base a lot of my deci-
sions on what I learned at school."
Guetterman, a 1981 Liberty graduate, was drafted by
Seattle during his senior year. He is now the ace of the
Mariner's pitching staff with a 9-3 record.
Some baseball stars who achieve high status may
snub their once-humble roots, but Guetterman and his
wife, Drew, remain down-to-earth. Guetterman is not likely
to be swayed from his strong Christian convictions by the
lure of money, fame, or power.
Guetterman drew his inspiration from then LU baseball
coach Al Worthington, once a majorJeaguer himself. "Al
Worthington is probably the biggest reason I'm not afraid
to say, 'No. That isn't right," ' says Guetterman. "He al-
ways seemed to stick to the principles he laid down early
in his Christian life-regardless of the circumstances. He
was like a rock. I really admired him for that and have
learned to incorporate what he taught me into baseball."
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Calendar
September
August 3l-September 3
-Josh McDowell
speahs at LU
g-LU Conuocation
14-George Sweeting
of Moody Bible
Institute speaks
at  LU
l9-Lisa Whelchel
Concert, LU
21-25-World Impact
Conference, LU
23-Dr. Falwell
speaks at Baptist
Bible Fellowship
meeting, First
Baptist Church,
l,lew Castle,
Delaware
Into the Hearts
of Africa
When the intrepid
missionary-explorer David
Livingstone made his way
into the heart of Africa
over 100 years ago, few
people there had ever
heard of Jesus Christ. Now,
in countries like Uganda,
Kenya, and Liberia, where
LIGHT Ministries conducted
its 1987 evangelistic out-
reaches, thousands are
responding to the gospel.
From May 17 to June 7,
82 members of the Liberty
University faculty, staff,
and student body ministered
for Christ in these nations.
The stated purpose of Afnca
'87 
was to provide "an un-
paralleled opportunity for
Liberty sludents to be in-
volved in a team outreach
dedicated to changing lives
through Jesus Christ."
Liberty students from
Japan, Tonga , Brazl., Canada,
and the Philippines partici-
pated with black, white,
and Hispanic students from
the States to make this a
multinational, multiethnic,
international outreach for
the Lord.
The group was divided
into two singing teams, two
children's ministry teams, a
sports team, a literature
distribution team, and a
construction team. One of
the children's ministry
teams spent their entire
time in Liberia. The rest of
the teams ministered in
Uganda and Kenya.
While in Uganda the
teams witnessed a powerful
moving of God's Spirit. Ac-
cording to Rob Jackson, as-
sistant dean of men at
Liberty, "With all the trouble
Uganda has experienced in
the past, we were encouraged
to realize that we were
ministering to the next
generation, and many, many
of them came to Jesus."
Fruit from their labors
continued in Kenya. As in
Uganda, headmasters of public
schools often added strong
impact to the teams' mes-
sage. After one service a
headmaster admonished his
students, "lfyou raised your
hands to indicate you decided
for Christ, praise God! But,
if you raised your hand to
please people, I am sorry
for you. You should piease
God, and not peoplel"
The team ministering in
Liberia shared similar ex-
periences. In describing the
impact of this outreach on
those participating, Al
Snyder, the team's direc-
tor, stated: "The Liberty
students undoubtedly will
never forget their unusual
spiritual experience and will
never be quite the same
again. When they think of
Christ's Great Commission,
they will be compelled to
think of Africa and the
thousands of seeking,
needy people they saw and
met and loved."
Through the combined
efforts of all the teams
there were over 170 oppor-
tunities to share the gospel
publicly.
Liberty student David
Lobley summed up the attr-
tude of participants. "lt is
such a priviiege to be a
servant of the Lord." Ac-
cording to Vangie Davis. the
opportunity to work with
African Christians made this
privilege even more special.
"lt was refreshing to wor-
ship the Lord with our
Ugandan brothers and srs-
ters," she said.
Mark Hoig praised the
various missionaries for
"the tremendous work
they've done by pouring
their hearts into the people.
I pray that the Lord will
guide and direct my life,
just as he has all of
theirs. '  '
George Piwang is the
Ugandan responsible for
coordinating the campaign
in that country. He looks
forward to helping with the
follow-up on the thousands
of decisions that were
made. He encouraged and
further motivated the team
when he said, "Someday in
heaven a long line of people
wili be standing behind you.
And they will be saying,
'Because of you, we are
here. ' '  '
I Howard Erickson
Super
Conference
Vlll Offers
Something
Special
for Ladies
Thomas Road Baptist
Church hosts Super Confer-
ence VIII October 19-22.
The Ladies Conference,
one of 11 conferences for
church leaders and lay
workers, features methods
for starting ladies' minis-
tries in local churches. With
the purpose of instructing
and encouraging Christian
women in spiritual growth
and in ministering to other
women, the sessions will
focus on how to start Bible
studies, monthly ladies' fel-
lowship meetings, and how
to conduct banquets.
General sessions include
stress management, how to
encourage others, the dis-
ciplines of the Christian
woman, and workshops on
diverse interests and needs.
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'ASeminaryYouCan
BuildYourMinistrvod'
"V4ren Icame o Fnnce as a misionary Z7 yean
asu. I hirJ threc yc,tt 
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cxNncnct'r-\ a pa5t\,I
aiJ,rn M.Div, hchrnJ mv namr. I'm thanHul it
came fnm Crace-a seminary which nos its
:nrrlentr rn the !il'rd in a wlrm anJ practical
tali No mattcr vhere Cql is calling you to serve,
Cncc will glve y.u the ,amr thing lt g,l\c me:
a yrlid basis frrr effective ministry' Trnlilttns
uecufrue direcnr
of GaceBretJvn
Rner5lr Mrxirm,
hr nrrn rniirnuatiur,
srtc: (lirce Scminary
100 Seminrn l)rivc,
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Serving You as You Prepare
to Serve Him
o Seminary Program:
Master of Divinity
Master of Religious Education
Master of Bibl ical Studies
Doctor of Ministry
Tuit ion : $350isemester
. School of Religion Program
Master of Arts in Religion
Bibl ical Studies
Christ ian Thought
Church Growth and
Cross-Cultural Studies
Counseling
. Dist inguished Faculty
. Accredited by the Regional
Accredit ing Associat ion
COMMITTED TO
BIBLICAL DISTINCTIVES
WITH ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
Lynchburg, Virginia 24506
1-800-522-6225
Colled To
TheMini.stry
Study Off.Campus and
Earn A Degree!
o Bethany allows you to remain in your
present ministry while earning your
degree.
o Bethany offers quality educarron, rs
fundamental and Baptist in doctrine.
. One may earn either the ASSOCIAfE,
BACHELOR, MASTER or DOCIORATE
degree through the Off-Caurpus
Program.
o Resident classes are available at the
Dothan Campus- tu i t ion  a t  a  min imum.
o Credit is given for previous college
work and life experience.
Write or Callfor Free Information
BETHANY THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY AND BIBLE COLLEGE
PO. Box 1944
Dothan, Alabama 36302
(205) 793-3189
BIBLE COLLEGE
EDUCATION
Nil/""
receive
complete
Bible college
LIBERTY HOME BIBLE INSTITUTE
Send for the FREE Information Packet,
or call 1-804-847-9000
Liberty Home Bible Institute
Dept. 1162
Llnchburg, YA24514
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the quali ty of the people's l ivcs and
thc  qua l i t y  o f  the  ins t i tu t ion .  We
l e l t  t h i r t  i l ' n c  w e  r r ' g o i r r g  t o  i n v e s t
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ACLU Battles Prayer in Mississippi
ome people are upset that the
American Civil Liberties Union
is trying to eradicate prayer from
the public school systems in Mississippi.
"We the people down here in Mis-
sissippi think that we should be able to
pray anytime we want to and wherever
we want to-daytime, nighttime, Saturday,
Sunday, any day," said three-term Senator
Bill Harpole of Starkville. "We feel like
we should be able to talk to the Inrd if
we want to, and it ain't nobody's busi-
ness but ours."
But the ACLU disagrees.
Citing the U.S. Supreme Court, the
Mississippi chapter of the ACLU says
that ever since 1962 the high Court has
ruled against organized school prayer.
In 1962 the Supreme Court struck
dov,n state-composed and recited prayers.
And as late as June 1985 the Supreme
Court struck down a moment of silence
that could be used for voluntary prayer.
But many Mississippians have simply
turned a deaf ear to the nation's highest
Court.
"You can't stop it," Rev. Michael
Wells, state chapter leader of Moral
Majority, said about prayer in the public
schools. "The ACLU is not going to stop
it. The Supreme Court is not going to
stop it. And that's the way I view it. It's
going on all over Mississippi."
That's precisely what's got the
ACLU so upset.
Fully one-fifth of the state's 154
school districts freely admit to conduct-
ing some sort of organized prayer-
whether led by a teacher, a student, or
read over the school's public address
system.
But 26 years of "flouting" the
Supreme Court is all the ACLU is going
to take.
Hilary Chiz, executive director of the
ACLU in Mississippi, explained, "The
latest spate of complaints began a few
months ago when we got complaints from
two different sets of parents in a north-
east Mississippi county. Both sets of par-
ents were concerned that their children
were praying in the public schools."
t tW, 
don't want
to start a movement.
We just want to be
left alone and have
a word of pnyer
in the morning
and go on about
Shortly afterwards, a Jackson
newspaper an a front-page photograph
showing three elementary school stu-
dents praying at Flora Elementary School
in Madison County. The ACLU imme-
diately fired off a letter to the school
superintendent.
In part the letter warned, "Such
pnctices as are depicted in the newspaper
are in clear violation of the supreme law
of the land. The American Civil Liber-
ties Union in Mississippi calls upon you
to remedy this situation and to do so
promptly and publicly. At the minimum
I suggest he board adopt a policy pro-
hibiting prayer, Bible reading, and simi-
lar activities from being a part of any
school activities."
Madison County school officials im-
mediately voted to ban school prayer.
Ironically, they opened the meeting with
a prayer, and after asking God to "guide
us and direct us in all that we do," the
board voted to ban school prayer without
the slightest blush.
Hilary Chiz defended the ACLU,
however. and added, "I don't want it to
be misunderstood. The ACLU guaran-
tees every student the right to pray any-
time, anywhere."
Since the Clarion-Izdger photo ap-
peared, Chiz said, "We have received a
number of complaints from parents who
object to their children praying."
Pro-school prayer advocates, howeve4
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our day."
have received a number of good-news
items.
First, Attorney General Ed Pittman
refused an ACLU request to issue an
opinion against organized school prayer.
Second, the board of education re-
fused the recommendations of the state
superintendent to oppose school prayer
and the board voted to leave the issue
to local school boards.
Third, the state legislature passed a
concurrent resolution urging Congress to
amend the U.S. Constitution to allow
prayer.
"Organized prayer in public schools
is a well-established tradition and is of
great value in instilling moral values in
young people," the resolution read in part.
"Our government was founded on
that principle," said Senator Harpole in
defense of the resolution.
Strangely, there is no organized ef-
fort in Mississippi to maintain public
school prayer.
"If it's organized, it's organized in
heaven," said Wells. He believes that
rather than organization, public school
prayer emains a practice in the state be-
cause people are just acting out of their
own convictions.
"Their attitude is this: We don't want
to start a movement. We don't want to
change the Supreme Court. We just want
to be left alone and have a word of pray-
er in the morning and go on about our
day," said Wells.
Typically, Wells said, schoolteachers
simply try a nonconfrontational approach
to orders to stop prayer.
"If a principal says, 'You're not going
to have a moment of silence in the morn-
ing,' they'll have it before lunch. And if
he says, 'Don't have it before lunch,'
they'll have it before they study. It's so
rooted in the makeup of American
citizens, it's a part of their life- whether
they are Christians or Jews or whatever.
It's going to be impossible for the
Supreme Court or anyone else to
eliminate prayer from everyday practice.
We are a religious people and it's part of
us and it's not going to be rooted out."
Senator Harpole agreed. "We're go-
ing to go ahead and do what we've been
doing. It's none of the ACLU's business
and they ought to just leave us folks
alone. We're doing fine without their
help."
I Martin Mawver
Maior Supreme Court Rulings
on Organized Religious Activities
in the
Public Schools
Engel v. Vitale,
June 25,1962
The First Amendment prohibits school officials from com-
posing an official prayer or requiring it be recited in the public
schools-even if the prayer is denominationally neutral and
pupils not wishing to pray are excused from class.
Abington v. Schempp,
June 1Z 1963
The Ffust Amendment prohibits public school officials from
requiring that passages from the Bible be read or that the
Lord's Prayer be recited in the public schools.
Chamberlain v. Dade County,
June 1, 1964
Devotional Bible readings in Florida public schools are
ruled unconstitutional.
Stone v. Graham,
November 17, 1980
Posting the Ten Commandments in public schools is
unconstitutional-even if purchased with private contri-
butions.
Widmar v. Vincent,
December 8, 1981
State universities may make their facilities available for re-
ligious groups. Citing "free speech" and "equal access," the
Court ruled that it would be a violation of the student's con-
stitutional rights for the university to discriminate because
of religious content of the meetings.
Wallace v. Jaffree,
June 4, 1985
A moment of silence "for meditation or voluntary prayer"
is unconstitutional because it is an establishment of religion.
The court ruled that legislative records indicated that the
Alabama statute was solely an "effort to return voluntary
prayer" to the public schools.
Karcher v. May,
to be decided
Whether the state of New Jersey may allow students, be-
fore classes begin each day, "to observe a one-minute period
of silence to be used solely at the discrelion of the individual
student . . . for quiet and private contemplation or introspec-
tion." This case differs from the Alabama ruling because it
does not mention pmyer.
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She Stood Alone
Pledging "Justice for All"
Krist i  Rummell encouraged her daughter,
Lana Morin, to stand up for her convict ions.
For all her 14 years, Iana Morin of San Mateo, California, had been taught
to value her country and respect its flag. She was surprised, therefore, when
the teacher of her new class announced he would not be pledging his allegiance
to our flag, but whoever wanted to could feel free to do so. To her greater shock,
when the ninth-graders were called to attention by the loud speaker, only she
and four other students rose to say the pledge.
She had not experienced anything like this in any other school or class. She
was concerned, as were substitute teachers when they witnessed the lack of
participation.
Her company in the daily exercises hrunk. Soon she was the only person
in the room standing to say the pledge! While she stood alone, students passed
notes. talked. and moved around. The teacher worked at his desk. Students
teased her, saying she was just trying to gain attention.
[.ana confessed to her mother that she felt like giving up. Her mother, Mrs.
Kristi Rummell, encouraged her to keep standing for what she believed regard-
less of the opposition.
"I was shocked to find this going on," Mrs. Rummell said later. "I went
to high school in the early sixties. If people told me then that my child would
be the only one in her class saying the pledge, and that she would be mocked
for it, I never would have believed them."
Mrs. Rummell expressed her concern by phone to the administrative office
and in writing to the principal, requesting a written response. The principal
was surprised to hear that i,ana was the sole participant, and that she was the
subject of ridicule. She immediately spoke with lana's teacher, pointing out
that the California Education Code required daily patriotic exercises, and the
"Pledge to the Flag" fulfilled this requirement. As a teacher, she explained,
he is obligated to establish a climate of respect for this time in his classroom,
and all students should be requested to stand and comply.
Three days after Mrs. Rummell sent her letter, the teacher changed class
procedures o that all students stand, face the flag, and quietly listen or repeat
lhe pledge. He too began to stand and face the flag.
The principal assured Mrs. Rummell that before beginning each school year,
teachers would be made to thoroughly understand their obligation to both the
State Education Code and the district and school policies.
Kristi Rummell hopes others will be encouraged by her story: "I hope par-
ents and family members will be enlightened and encouraged to become more
aware of just how their children may be influenced by some teachers-even
by simple nonparticipation!"
I Laurie Porter, Concerned Women for America Nensletter JuJy L987. Adapted
and used by permission.
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"Creationism Act" Struck Down
in Louisiana
The U.S. Supreme Court has struck
down the l,ouisiana "Creationism Act"
which forbade the teaching of evolution
in public schools unless accompanied by
instruction in creation-science.
YotngT-2, the justices ruled that the
Act impermissibly endorses religion by
adlzncing the religious belief that a super-
natural being created humankind. Fur-
thermore, the Court ruled, the Act does
not have a secular purpose.
Justice William Brennan, Jr., writing
for the majority, said, "It is clear from
the legislative history that the purpose
of the legislative sponsor, Senator Bill
Keith, was to narrow the science curric-
ulum. . . . Such a ban on teaching does
not promote-indeed, it undermines-
the provision of a comprehensive scien-
tific education."
In a dissenting opinion, Justice Antonin
Scalia wrote, "The people of Louisiana,
including those who are Christian Fun-
damentalists, are quite entitled, as a
secular matter, to have whatever scien-
tific evidence there may be against evo-
lution presented in their schools." Scalia
was joined in his dissent by Chief Justice
William Rehnquist.
Supreme Court Rules Churches
Can Use Faith as Basis for Hiring
Religious groups can use faith as a ba-
sis for filling nonprofit jobs, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled.
Voting 9-0, the justices said the Con-
stitution is not violated by allowing reli-
gious groups to be exempt from a 1964
civil rights law that forbids employers to
discriminate on the basis of religion.
Wrote Justice Byron White for the
majority, 'A law is not unconstitutional
simply because it allows churches to ad-
vance religion, which is their very
purpose."
The case stems from a suit filed by a
former employee of the Mormon church.
The employee, who did not qualify for a
certificate that he was a church member,
sued after he was fired as an engineer
of the church-run Deseret Gymnasium.
A federal district court in Utah ruled
against the Mormon church in January
1986. The court said religious employers
can discriminate against people outside
the faith only when hiring for religious ac-
tivities, not for secular or nonreligious
jobs.
Christian Job-Counseling Firm
Says Recent Ruling
May Help lts Case
NEW YORK (RNS)-A Seattle-based
agency that links Christian job-seekers
with Christian organizations is hoping
that a recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling
will help it win a discrimination case.
The 20-year-old organization, Inter-
cristo, serves about V,000 people with
counseling and information each year, ac-
cording to associate director A1 York.
Last year the American Civil Liber-
ties Union filed suit against Intercristo,
charging that it violated both federal and
state laws barring discrimination in em-
ployment.
Iast March, in a fund-raising appeal
to executives of Christian organizations,
Intercristo said it spent more than
$70,000 defending itself against the
ACLU lawsuit. It charged that the suit
was part of a "strategy to chip away at
the right of religious organizations to hire
only people of their own religious per-
suasion for any positions."
In late June the Supreme Court
unanimously upheld a 1972 federal law
exempting churches and other religious
organizations from complying with the
Civil Rights Act's ban on religious bias
in hiring practices. York said Intercristo's
attorneys plan to meet with their coun-
terparts at the ACLU to discuss the im-
pact the recent ruling may have on the
case. As of July 6, he said, he was still
anticipating further proceedings.
Robert Beckerman, an ACLU attor-
ney, said he didn't think the Supreme
Court ruling would affect the Intercristo
case because "Congress did not provide
an exemption for employment agencies,
only for employers." But York said In-
tercristo does not consider itself to be
an employment agency.
"We do job matching," he told RNS.
"We do not actually secure jobs for
anyone."
-
Supreme Court Rules
on Homosexual "Olympics"
In a narrow decision, the U.S.
Supreme Court prohibited a homosexual
group from sponsoring an athletic event
called the Gay Olympics.
Ruling 5-4, the Court said Congress
intended to allow the United States
Olympic Committee complete authority
over use of the word "Olympic."
Justice Lewis Powell, Jr., wrote that
Congress granted the committee a limited
property right in the word, which "falls
within the scope of trademark law pro-
tections, and thus certainly within con-
stitutional bounds."
The homosexual group has vowed to
take its fight to the halls of Congress.
Jews for Jesus' Right to Witness
Upheld by Supreme Court
The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the
right of the Jews for Jesus to witness in
Los Angeles airport's central terminal.
Airport management had restricted ac-
tivities in all terminal buildings to "be
limited to airport-related uses."
But the Supreme Court struck down
the restriction as "facially unconstitu-
tional." Justice Sandra Day O'Connor
said the regulation "prohibits even talk-
ing and reading, or the wearing of cam-
paign buttons or symbolic clothing."
The lawsuit was initiated after an air-
port peace officer onJuly 6, 1984, stopped
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a Jews for Jesus minister from distribut-
ing free religious literature on a pedes-
trian walkway in the airport's central
terminal.
Following the ordeal, Jews for Jesus
executive director Moishe Rosen
remarked, "We're ptzzled as to why the
l,os Angeles airport board of commis-
sioners, appointed by the mayor, dragged
us to the Supreme Court on this issue.
But I'm glad the Supreme Court upheld
the constitutional freedoms. We just want
to go on telling people, who want to
listen, that Jesus is the Messiah and that
He cares for them."
Women Can Sue Doctors
for Emotional Distress
Caused by Abortions
Women who suffer emotional distress
after undergoing abortions can sue their
doctors, New York's highest court has
ruled.
In a 5-1 decision, the state court of
appeals ruled that Carmen Martinez had
a legal right to sue for damages because
her doctor erroneously advised her to
obtain an abortion.
Her doctor recommended the abor-
tion because Martinez became pregnant
while under medication for a glandular
problem. Suspecting the fetal child may
have been damaged because of the medi-
cation, Martinez agreed to the abortion.
She later sued, but lost her case before
the appellate division of the state
supreme court.
But the state's highest court ordered
the lower court to reconsider Martinez's
suit. The court ruled: "The emotional
distress for which she seeks recovery
does not derive from what happened to
the fetus; it derives from the psychological
injury directly caused by her agreeing to
an act which, as the jury found, was con-
trary to her firmly held beliefs."
Teacher Suspended for
Teaching Religion after
School Hours
A Fairfax County, Virginia, teacher
has been suspended for teaching religion
on school property after school hours.
Carol Gratchen, a seventh-grade t acher,
was suspended from Lanier Intermedi-
ate School by its principal for refusing to
discontinue the after-school activities.
Gratchen, who has been a Christian
for only a year, defended her actions,
saying she never recruited the students
for the session, but the "Lord just sent
them."
According to the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Educators in Falls Church, it is
difficult to find a law Gratchen has vio-
lated. Bill Wheaton, writing for the
group's quarterly newsletter, stated,
"We have been unable to find any specific
Fairfax County schools policy or regula-
tion that Miss Gratchen violated. We
have, however, identified a couple that
the principal may have violated."
Before Gratchen was suspended, 12
to 14 students were attending her
sessions.
Publ ic Schools lgnore Rel igion
The public schools are guilty of slight-
ing religion, says a report commissioned
by the 80,000-member Association for
Supervision and Cuniculum Development.
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The report criticized current text-
books, saying they are "bland" and
"virtually ignore religion."
"The quest for religious freedom that
fueled the establishment of this nation
receives scant treatment at best in many
textbooks," the report states. It adds
that the profound religious beliefs that in-
spired the abolitionist and the civil rights
movements are given little attention. The
report blames the lack of religious tudies
on the fear of educators who worry "that
the constitutional wall separating church
and state might be breached."
The problem is not just withAmerican
history books. The impact of religion on
world history and culture is "slighted in
texts on political science, sociology, liter-
ature, and world history."
California Education Board
Wants More Religion in Textbooks
WASHINGTON (RNS)-In what is
expected to have an impact on school
books nationwide, the influential Cali-
fornia State Board of Education has told
major publishers that it wants more
religion in textbooks.
The board advised publishers in a July
13 meeting that history and social science
texts approved by the state should reflect
the impact of religion on society, said
Francie Alexander, associate superinten-
dent for curriculum instruction and as-
sessment.
The meeting came three days after
the state adopted a263-page document,
"History/Social Science Framework,"
that called for fuller treatment of religion
in textbooks used by its elementary and
secondary schools.
"We stressed to the publishers the
importance of not ducking important and
controversial topics such as the role of
religion and its impact on historical
events," Alexander said.
As examples, the board asked that
textbooks address the contributions of
religion to the development of the U.S.
Constitution and compare religions in
different societies, she added.
Alexander said 60 representatives of
most of the major textbook publishers
were at the meeting and that none posed
objections to the requests for better
coverage of religion.
California's textbook purchases,
accounting for 12 percent of those sold
in the United States, affect the entire
publishing industry.
-
Born-again Book Business
Draws 10,000 Retailers
to Convention
ANAHEIM, Calif. (RNs)-Christians
spend about $1.5 billion a year on Chris-
tian books, lapes, records, Bible games,
religious jewelry, and such "witness
tools" as buttons and bumper stickers.
The born-again business is big busi-
ness indeed-a fact apparent in Anaheim's
convention center July 11-16 during the
38th annual convention of the Christian
Booksellers fusociation, an exposition of
the many new books and products com-
ing soon to Christian bookstores.
Like any trade show, the convention is
designed primarily for publishers and
other wholesalers who are demonstrat-
ing their wares to retailers. This year,
however, the general public also got to
see what's new in Christian products in a
Sunday "Expo for the Christian Family."
About 3,000 people attended the July 12
event, said William R. Anderson, CBA
president.
More than 10,000 retailers from 40
countries turned out for the CBA con-
vention, according to Anderson. He said
retailers make about "20 percent of their
annual purchase decisions at the annual
convention."
AUL to Appeal Rul ing
against Funding for Promotion
of Abortion Alternatives
The Americans United for Life will
appeal a federal court ruling making it un-
lau{ul for religious groups to receive fed-
eral money to promote alternatives to
abortion. Religious groups had received
federal money to counsel against adoles-
cent sexual activity and abortion under
the Adolescent Family Life Act passed by
Congress in 1981.
But the ACLU sued, and federal dis-
trictJudge Charles Richey called the Act
"unconstitutional" and said that no "re-
ligious organization" can receive funding
under the AFLA.
Edward Grant, executive director of
AUL, said the case is important for two
reasons.
"First, the ACLU challenge is part of
its long-standing oal of branding all anti-
abortion legislation as an establishment
of religion. Second, the suit threatens the
ability of government to encourage alter-
natives to abortion."
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ateral and upward mobility in the
ministry is a growing phenomenon
among Fundamentalist pastors.
More and more young preachers are
changing pulpits every three to five
years. The acceptability of this practice
is a significant change. Something needs
to be said, kindly and in love.
"Son, find a city, put down your
roots, and stay a lifetime." That advice
was standard for young pastors in the
early years of my ministry. The leader-
ship set the example. The result was
large, strong, stable ministries. Whole
cities have been iniluenced. You will be
hard-pressed to name a strong, vibrant
ministry whose pastor stayed less than
20 years.
One of the fint signs of institutionalism
or denominationalism is a growing ten-
dency for pastors to change pulpits often.
Actually, denominationalism and the
tendency to change pulpits frequently en-
courage each other.
Churches that have had to cope with
repeatedly losing ministers begin to look
to influential pastors or denominational
institutions beyond their church for help
and advice. A subtle dependency slowly
develops. The "district missionary" slm-
drome begins to influence decision mak-
ing. For example, no group of deacons
will allow a pastor to lead them into major
expansion programs when they believe
he is only temporary. They will declare,
"We won't let you make expansion de-
cisions because you won't be here to
help pay for them." Right or wrong, their
fears make sense.
Pastors in a more highly organized
movement also are likely to find more op-
portunities to move into larger churches
as pulpits are vacated. A common prac-
tice in denominations i  for gifted young
men to remain at one church only until
a larger and more prestigious one ex-
tends a call.
Musical Pulpits
Cnrngirg pastontes
every three or four yearct
has a damaging effect
on both churches
and pastors.
Changing pastorates is not always a
mistake. Most men move one or two
times in their early ministry, and some
midlife moves can be fruitful when God
clearly directs. But constant rotation
from pulpit to pulpit creates disruption
and is normally a symptom of problems.
Sensitivity to the will of God and the
direction of the Holy Spirit is critical to
making the right decision.
Clearly, we all occasionally ive in the
permissive will of God rather than in the
direct will of God. We may credit God for
moves we consider good and credit Satan
for our "mistakes," but the problems of
rotating pulpits are so obvious that we ad-
mittedly cannot claim that God directed
all the moves.
Now, staying at one church for an ex-
tended time is not easy. Often the most
difficult course is to remain. The pres-
sures of staying, however, help make
' 'great preachers' ' and ' 'great churches.' '
The dfficulties themselves are a part of
the molding process.
Changing pastorates every three or
four years has a damaging effect on both
churches and pastors. Pastors who regu-
larly leave churches aJter a short period
of time must examine themselves and
their ministries. Here are some problem
areas that lead men to play the game of
musical pulpits.
Failure in spiritual, intellectual,
and emotional growth. No pastor can
minister successfirlly to a growing church
unless he is in the process of personal
$owth. Stagnation is inevitable. Both he
and the congregation will tire of each
other if he does not grow.
Failure to take the initiative in
solving organizational problems.
[^ack of patience causes the less mature
preacher to move on hurriedly because
structural problems may obstruct his
vocational ambitions.
Failure to establish credibility in
the community. When a pastor has
serious problems in his life or ministry,
the quickest method of escaping the past
is to move. Normally, however, credibility
is damaged, old problems are left un-
resolved, and no lessons are learned.
Failure torealize that people are
the same everywhere. A pastor
makes a mistake if he thinks the people
in a new ministry will be easier to deal
with than those in his present pastorate.
Members of a new congregation will have
the same temperaments and problems of
the one left behind. People are people.
Failure to make your congrega-
tion a part of your family. A pastor
and his family must learn that social and
spiritual aloofness is a form of pride.
Failure to accommodate to the
geography. No geographic location on
earth is perfect. God will not call you to
a climate, or to the mountains, or the
seashore, but he will make the wilder-
ness a rose garden if that is the location
of the work to which he has called you.
Failure to view the ministry as
God does. The kingdom of God, not our
success, is the important thing. When a
pastor's number-one consideration is the
advancement of his career rather than
the advancement of the cause of Christ,
he is on a shortcut to disaster.
Next month I will offer suggestions
for overcoming these problems and
staying in a pastorate for more than
T
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a decade.


